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Special Services in February
Sunday, February 4th - Candlemas

Sunday, February 18th

Wednesday, February 21st - Ash Wednesday: the start of Lent

10.30am - Family and Parade Service -

Address: Reverend Alison Newman

6.30pm: Choral Evensong - Canon Paul Miller

Address: Reverend Alison Newman

10.30am: Holy Communion in the Chapel

8.00pm: Holy Communion with hymns

Canon Paul Miller

Introit: I will lift up mine eyes (Antony Baldwin), Responses: William Smith,
Setting: Dyson in D, Anthem: Save us, O Lord (Bairstow)
Organist: Tony Baldwin, music directed by Ian Brentnall

At both services there will be the Imposition of Ashes.

ELEVEN WELCOMED
INTO CHURCH FAMILY

The Bishop of Tonbridge, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Brian Castle, came to Shortlands on Sunday, January 14th to confirm nine people and to receive two people into

the Communion of the Church of England. A packed church heard the Bishop encourage the Christian community on their life journey, and reminded

everyone that in our relationship with God, “the best is yet to come.” Photographed after the service with the Bishop are (left to right) Tim Leech,

Matthew Gray, Katrina McCririck, Kim Gray, Michael Doa, William Doa, Rachael Bratt, Gloria Doa, Sandra Roberts, Janet Purselove and Sara Brown.

The Shortlands Neighbourhood

(Police) Team reports reductions of

25% in reported burglary, and 27.5%

in reported motor vehicle crime.

The (public) Shortlands Ward

Panel has set the priorities as being:

burglary, antisocial behaviour, theft

from motor vehicles and antisocial

behaviour by motorists (e.g.

speeding) . Actions are also in hand

regarding commercial crime and

antisocial behaviour. The team now

uses a for use at localspeed camera

A safer neighbourhood
speeding hotspots, and advises us

For a copy of the team’s

newsletter, or to learn more about

issues for consideration by the panel,

contact Peter White on 8460 9357.

If you would like to help the team,

or have anything to report on non-

urgent (ongoing) lifestyle crimes,

their telephone number is 8721 2614

(urgent crime is still 999). Or for all

information, newsletter etc. tap

‘shortlands snt’ into Google!

“don’t let it be you that is caught!”



J. E. Neal
Builder and Decorator

For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860

Property Maintenance - interior and
exterior; painting and decorating;

odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 20 years.

Dawoods
The Family Law Solicitors

Need advice on your rights
and options?

Experienced family solicitor,
accredited member of the Law

Society Family Panel.
Your first half hour with us

e-mail: confidential@dawoods-
solicitors.co.uk Tel: 8249 6047

50 Burnhill Rd.,
Beckenham
BR3 3LA

free.

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

STEVE

BULLETT

Painter and

Decorator

Interior and Exterior

Tel: 01474 369398

Shortlands Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the

membership base.

“A garden oasis in suburbia“

Long established (1894)

Monthly medals,

Honour Board Competitions,

excellent Social Events

Calendar.

Contact Ken Murray:

8460 2471/8828 or

Peter May: 8460 8828

Family Golf Club
We record our thanks

for donations last

month

of £27.21

SPAN

THANKS

The Alpha Follow-on Group:

is meeting at 7 Scotts Avenue every
other Tuesday, starting on 9th Jan.

There will be 9 sessions in the series.

THE ROLE OF THE MONARCHY
Last month I preached my first

sermon as Chaplain to the Queen in

the Chapel Royal at St. James’s

Palace. It was the Carol Service. It

was an immensely enjoyable

occasion, made all the more

enjoyable by the presence of most

members of my family and a number

of supporters from Shortlands.

We were able to relax afterwards

at the Portrait Gallery Trafalgar

Square before dashing back for the

Christingle Service at St. Mary’s,

Shortlands, another memorable

occasion.

There are contrasting views on

the value of the monarchy. One of

the best modern statements of a

theology of the monarchy that I have

come across is the sermon given by

the Archbishop of Canterbury on the

occas ion o f the Se r v i ce o f

Thanksgiving last June for the 80th

birthday of her Majesty the Queen.

Although it is heavyweight in its

language, I would like to pass it on to

you, as it is very stimulating.

“The curse of our age has been

the inhumanity of absolute ideology

and of myths of racial supremacy, the

great lies that have plunged our

continent and our world into

darkness and butchery so many times

since the nineteen twenties. And in

the new century and millennium,

what we have to fear is a toxic

mixture of religion that has become

inhuman, economic power sustained

at massive human cost, and the

technologies of destruction that can

be used by armies and by terrorists

alike for impersonal killing.

Holocaust and Stalinism and

ethnic cleansing, fanaticism and

terror and mass destruction - all

varieties of power without a human

face, demanding blind loyalties and

disregard for the diversity of human

life, all working for a false kind of

unity or solidarity. But these great

lies remind us what a tough question

it is when we ask - as we so often do

these days - what it is that gives

cohesion to a society?

Is it racial identity and solidarity?

a monochrome culture? a governing

ideology or philosophy? I n o u r

country, it is none of those things;

instead, and among the several other

things that give us such cohesion as

we have, is a common loyalty to the

monarch. You may sometimes hear

complaints that in Britain we suffer

from being subjects rather than

citizens, and that this produces a

culture of deference and passivity. But

what if our common allegiance to the

monarch were in fact something that

helped us to be adult citizens?

The identity of the United

Kingdom has had something to do

with the development of a critical

democracy within the framework of

symbol and tradition. At our best, we

have found solidarity in a network of

relationships and practices quite hard

to codify, but variously connected

with the personal focus that is the

monarch. And the British monarch is

not an absolute ruler demanding

mindless loyalty, but the one who

guarantees space for the rest of

society to argue and negotiate and

change, as mature citizen-societies

must, who ‘defends our laws’ as the

National Anthem puts it.

Our experience in the United

Kingdom – not a smooth progression,

not easily won – has shown us

something of what a society might

look like when it refuses to see its

unity and cohesion in abstract terms,

in terms of ideology or race or even

some great imperial project. After all,

in the last half-century we have made

a transit ion from Empire to

Commonwealth, a transition whose

success no-one could have guaran-

teed; yet what remained intact was a

sense of international convergence

and kinship that would have been a

great deal harder, perhaps impossible,

without the steady presence of a

single personal focus.

In other words, monarchy as it

has developed here is a way of keeping

power human. At the symbolic centre

of our political life is a person. There

are risks to this: Your Majesty has

more reason than most to know the

cost of a culture fanatically eager for

gossip and trivia and the exposure in

public of what should be private. Yet it

is also true that something of

immense value has been made

possible in this climate. We have seen

something of a monarch who has

shared the vulnerability of ordinary

people, and that has been moving in

itself. But more importantly we have

been able to see a bit more clearly the

personal depth of our monarch’s

faith, more and more evident in

successive broadcasts and testimo-

nies, and her keen sense – to borrow

the blunt and resonant words of the

Prayer Book – of ‘whose minister she

is’, who she is answerable to.

And this means that at the hub of

our political life is not only a person

with whose vulnerability we can

identify but a person visibly standing

before God and God’s judgement in

humility and hope. Monarchy has

been for us as citizens a sign of the

humanity at the heart of power, a sign

that we can be held together not by

the furious rivalries of theory or

ethnic exclusion but by acknowledg-

ing the common debt of our humanity

to its maker and redeemer. The logic of

this kind of monarchy is the logic of

the Christian recognition of Christ as

King – the monarch whose credentials

are to be found in his human

vulnerability and in his utter

dependence upon God his Father.

Birthdays are among the most

vivid reminders we can have of our

common humanity, and our common

call to journey through time with each

other. Today, your Majesty, we give

thanks with you simply for the gifts of

life and experience - and for the

beginning of a new year of challenge;

we wish you and Prince Philip, who

has so devotedly supported you and

all that you have stood for, many more

happy years. But we also give thanks

for a human face to our systems and

processes, a human symbol that helps

to hold us together. May our

thanksgiving strengthen our resolve

to resist the great public inhumanities

that still menace us all. When we try

to be more than human we become

less than human - that much we

should have learned in the past

century. So may God keep us now in

human fellowship as we learn how we

may grow in grace into eternal

fellowship with him”.

20th – 24th August, 2007, 10am-3pm each day.

All primary school children, infants and juniors

welcome. £28 for the week or £6 for each day.

Bookings from 1st Feb, closing date 15th July.

Theme - Waste watchers!

Explore the wonder of God’s creation!

Think about how we should look after what God has made! Learn more about
Jesus! Crafts, games, and lots of fun! Visits from ‘Eagle Heights’, ‘Mini beasts’
and much more!!!! Information from Reverend Alison Newman (8658 7784).

Holiday Club News:

… is our Mission for this month.

It is a preventative social work

organisation supported by Anglican

churches in the three deaneries,

working to help vulnerable families in

the Bromley borough.

Welcare offers individual contact

with families as well as group work,

and advice with such issues as

domestic violence, parenting,

Bromley Welcare housing and financial problems. Each

church has a parish representative

who maintains close links with

Welcare and endeavours to support it

by fundraising and providing practical

help such as distribution of harvest

gifts and toys from the toy service.

The quiz night in the Church Hall

on 10th March should be an evening

of fun and frivolity, so do come and

join us! Bromley Welcare - our

mission for this month.



From the
Registers

Confirming their
Christian faith:

Reception into the
Communion of the
Church of England:

At Rest:

Interment of Ashes:

We welcome into God’s family:

14th Jan Sara Brown
Rachael Bratt
Michael Doa
Matthew Gray
Kim Gray
Tim Leech
Katrina McKririck
Janet Purselove
Sandra Johnson

14th Jan William Doa
Gloria Doa

We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:

6th Jan Cheng Sam French,
aged 54

8th Jan Anne Dixon,
aged 92

22nd Dec Reg Webber

Remembering

Sam French
Born in Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia.
Sam moved to England in 1973,
originally to work as a nurse, but in
fact qualifying as an accountant,
going on to work for Barton Rowles
and Company in London and later for
Mattisons in Chislehurst and
Hammonds in Beckenham.

She married Chris in 1981, and
they had two daughters, Alice and
Helen. Her interests included sport
(she enjoyed hockey, javelin, shot put
and swimming), and she very much
enjoyed cultivating her garden. Sam
was baptised into the Christian faith
just a few days before she died, whilst
she was at London Bridge Hospital.

A congregation of over 200
gathered at St. Mary’s, Shortlands to
support Sam’s husband, Chris, their
daughters, Alice and Helen and Hon
Ying her mother, in celebrating her life,
prior to private cremation at
Lewisham Crematorium.

The service, which was
conducted by Canon Paul Miller,
included an anthem sung by the
Church Choir, of which Sam had, for
several years, been a member.

The ‘Oyster’
Friday 13th and Saturday 14th July

Please contact Reverend Alison Newman (0208 658 7784 or
alison@stmarysshortlands.org.uk) if you are interested in booking a

table, or if you can contribute to the exhibition

St. Mary’s is to hold a world exhibition, open to all, with
displays showing aspects of the five continents. We are looking

for input & ideas for this from church members & local residents.
The Saturday will involve groups from the community, and a

Craft Fair all day in the Hall. Tables will cost £12 each.

.

Bishop visits Durham House
On Wednesday June 24th, we are
delighted to welcome Bishop Brian to
Durham House to officiate at a
Service of Baptism and Confirmation
for two of its residents, Ethel Edwards
and Dorothy Denford. Ethel is 75,
and owing to diabetic problems is in a
wheelchair, but enjoys coming to our
weekly service, and loves the singing.

Dorothy, aged 72 and a long-term
resident at Durham House is, sadly,
also confined to a wheelchair owing to
long term disability. Both are looking
forward to becoming part of Christ’s
family and the fellowship of St.
Mary’s; in Dorothy’s words: “To
make peace with God”. This will be a
truly joyful occasion.

Thank you, Waitrose!

Following the Brownies’ appeal last
year for wool and knitting needles,
the first Shortlands Brownies, along
with friends and relations, have
been knitting with enthusiasm,
com p le t i ng fou r pa t chw o rk
blankets as Christmas gifts to
present at the annual Carol

singing visit to Kingswood House.
Among those who received a

blanket was Trudy Read (above
centre), a regular member of St
Mary's, now living in Kingswood
House. A big thank you to
all who donated the wool and
needles - it was well worth while!

Twice at the end of last year the young
people of the parish (and beyond) had
cause to be grateful to Waitrose.

On 29th November the Beavers
visited the Beckenham store to learn
something about the storage and
handling (and enjoyment!) of fresh
foods. First they were shown a
selection of exotic fruits and told to
bear them in mind …. After admiring
the chickens cooking on spits, the fish
(make sure the gills are pink so that
you know it is fresh!) and the cakes
(briefly), it was into the chiller room
… this was nothing compared with
the freezer room, in which those
wearing only T shirts lingered only

very briefly! Finally we went upstairs
to taste all those exotic fruits –
pomegranate seeds, mango and
dragon fruit among others. A visit
thoroughly enjoyed by old and young
alike, and we are very grateful to those
at Waitrose who kindly made it
possible for us. Then on Friday, 8th
December Marion and I collected 350
oranges and a vineload of grapes to be
made into Christingles the following
day. All this fruit was donated by
Waitrose in Bromley free of charge,
and their generosity has helped us to
donate over £900 to the Children’s
Society. Thank you Waitrose.

John Westropp (Polar Bear)

Brownies’ Knitting - Result!!

Electoral Roll update -
a reminder
Under Church Representation Rules
it is required that all parishes hold a
Church Electoral Roll.

A new Electoral Roll must be
produced every six years, and
persons who wish to have their
names entered into the revised roll,
whether or not they are on the
current roll, are requested to apply for
enrolment.

A new roll for St. Mary’s will be
compiled prior to the Annual

all

Parochial Church Meeting in April,
2007, and it is essential that anyone
who wishes to be included in this roll
applies (or re-applies) by Sunday, 25th
February.

Forms are available in the church,
and your completed forms can then be
placed in the letter rack under ‘S’ or
handed in/sent to the parish office.
Any questions relating to the
compilation of the new roll, or to
related matters, should be addressed
to Nick Stoffel, Electoral Roll Officer,
on 8460 0063.


