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A NEW GHAPTER FOR
HIGHFIELD INFANTS’ SCHOOL

By David Payne, Headteacher

This year promises to be a momen-
tous one in the history of Highfield
Infants’ School.

After more than 30 years of
temporary wooden structures serving
as classrooms for the needs of over
120 children, it seems that the school
can look forward to replacing these
structures with modern, modular
classrooms which will link in to the
main building (although the finances
for the actual link may not be
available in the current financial

year). Whilst this is to be welcomed,
and is a hugely positive move for the
children and staff alike, it has come at
a huge cost.

Hundreds of hours of Governors’
and Headteacher’s time have gone
into the project, and obtaining
funding from the Local Authority
really was like getting blood from a
stone! Indeed, the Governing Body
has (reluctantly) been forced into the
position of having to sell the school
house to part fund the project, since
the available monies from Bromley

went nowhere near to replacing the
temporary accommodation with
anything befitting a high achieving
school at the beginning of the 21st
century. The reasons for this are too
complicated to explore here, but
suffice it to say that those of us at the
chalk face of the ‘Negotiation Cliff’
have not escaped a degree of trauma!
That having been said, now is the
time to rejoice and look forward. The
coming months are likely to bring
inconveniences as the school
community copes with a major build
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in its midst, but the end of this
journey promises a facility of which
the school will be able to feel proud.

My heartfelt thanks go to the
local residents for their support,
patience and understanding at this
time.

GUIDING NEWS ... from home and abroad!
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Kirsten and Eleanor in their mternauonal Guiding uniform.

A report from Kirsten Shepherd
and Eleanor Thompson after their trip
to Switzerland:

“We were so pleased to be

selected to go to Switzerland on an
International Guide trip in July and
August 2006, and we were really
excited. Beforehand we went on a

training camp, a day in London and a
stopover, and we were involved in lots
of fundraising and preparations.
Although it rained every day while we
were in Switzerland, we still had loads
of fun and met new people from all
over the world.

During the week we visited Berne,
a trout farm, ‘Our Chalet’ (one of the
4 Guide World Centres), and the
Jungfrau and Kandersteg
International Scout Centre, where we
camped. We went to a Guiding
museum and played mini-golf (in the
rain of course!) It was a once in a
lifetime experience!”

While Kirsten and Eleanor were in
Switzerland, Guides from both the
units at St. Mary’s enjoyed their
Summer Camp at Youlbury Scout
Activity Centre, just outside Oxford.
The campsite offered lots of activities:
climbing, abseiling, archery, rifle

shooting, pedal go-karts, and the use
of a swimming pool and an assault
course. Guides and leaders also went
on a day out ice skating in Oxford.
They were visited on the Sunday by
the Newman family, as Alison had
been invited to come and conduct a
“Guides’ Own” service for themin the
open-air chapel in the woods at the
campsite. And, unusually for us, it
hardly rained on at all!!

POST SCRIPT ... Leaders needed!
.. for the Tuesday Guides. To keep
this unit open we need an enthusias-
tic mum, aunt or someone who is
creative, has a sense of humour and is
prepared to give up a short time each
week to help organise activities for
these groups. Training is available,
and full support is always there from
the Guiding Association.

For further information please
contact Claire Hardy on 8460 9509.

Sunday, 26th November

Special Services at St. Mary’s

Sunday, November 12th — Remembrance Sunday

10.15am - Family and Parade Service
to include the traditional Act of Remembrance, the Two Minutes’ Silence
and the Laying of Wreaths at the War Memorial.
Anthem: For the Fallen (lan Brentnall)

Sunday, 19th November

10.30am - Family Communion
Speaker: Claire Tillotson, on behalf of the Lazarus Girls’ home in Bethany
6.30pm - Choral Evensong

Introit: If ye love me (Tallis), Responses: William Smith, Setting: Dyson in F,

Anthem: It is a thing most wonderful (Moore)
Organist: Tony Baldwin, music directed by lan Brentnall

6.30pm - Youth Service, conducted by the Rev. Alison and Mark Newman
Saturday, 2nd December

2pm to 4pm - St. Mary’s Christmas Fayre
Come and enjoy the fun of the festival! Proceeds will be given to Bromley
Welcare and St. Mary’s, Shortlands.

Sunday, 3rd December

10.30am — Toy Service
You are invited to bring one new, unwrapped toy, which will become a gift
for a local child in need of support.

6.30pm — Advent Carol Service
Including music by Palestrina, Purcell, Poston and Dyson, as well as
popular congregational carols.
Organist: Tony Baldwin, music directed by lan Brentnall




SUCGESS WITH TRAIDCRAFT

Traidcraft plc is a Christian response
to poverty, established in 1979 to
fight poverty through trade.

Traidcraft buys from some of the
world’s poorest people to break the
cycle of poverty and despair by
helping people to help themselves,
by giving them a fair price.
Sometimes this difference is as basic
as whether or not they are able to
feed their families.

Many poor people, although they
have skills and ability, lack opportu-
nity. Traidcraft helps by paying fair
prices that cover the full cost of
production, and ensuring that the
workers receive a real, living wage. It
provides credit if needed, advance

payments, and sometimes it will pay a
premium which provides further
benefits to producers and their
communities. It encourages the fair
treatment of workers, ensures good
conditions in the workplace and
implements good environmental
practices. It strives for long term
relationships, rather than looking for
short term commercial advantages.
Traidcraft Exchange is Traidcraft’s
registered charity. Whilst the plc
provides a route into the UK market
for producers in Africa, Asia and Latin
America, there is a limit to the
number of producers with which it
can work. Traidcraft Exchange was
therefore set up to broaden its impact

on a much larger number of produc-
ers. This is achieved through a range
of trade-related development
programmes across Africa and Asia,
helping poor producers to improve
their businesses and access new
markets for their products. It also
undertakes lobbying and advocacy
work to encourage decision-makers
to take into account the needs of poor
producers.

The Traidcraft stall is held on the
first Sunday of each month after the
8.00am and 10.30am services at St.
Mary’s, Shortlands, stocking a wide
range of beverages, foods, gifts and
stationery.  There are catalogues
(please help yourself to one from the

table in church) so you can order from
me on 8313 0246 items from the wide
range of jewellery, toys, household
and textile products (items sold in
multiples can be bought separately).

I should like to finish by thanking,
on behalf of those who work through
and benefit from Traidcraft, everyone
who has given us such wonderful and
generous support in our first year; we
have sold a staggering £4,500 worth
of goods.

Buying Traidcraft goods gives us
the opportunity to do something
positive and practical, and offer direct
help to some of the world’s poorest
people.

Cecilia Willatt

St. Mary-s Knnual Christmas Fayre

Saturday, 2nd December, 2-4pm
Stalls, fun, games, prizes, refreshments, raffle etc., and Santa Claus!
Proceeds will benefit Bromley Welcare and St, Mary’s, Shortlands.

Any goods for stalls can be left in the Parish Office.
All Welcome!

ARE YOU A WATCHER?

Some 700 homes in the Parish of St.
Mary’s, Shortlands, (out of about
3,000) are covered by I1 “official”
Neighbourhood Watch groups,
although there are many informal
groups fulfilling a similar function as
just good neighbours’.

The benefits of being in an official
Neighbourhood Watch group include
window stickers and street-signs to
deter miscreants by showing that
good-neighbourliness has, for
everyone’s benefit, been formalised -
and there is also the possibility of
having the cost of your household
insurance policies reduced ..... which
speaks foritself!

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs,
Watercolours, Tapestries,
Prints, Embroideries

Being part of a group really boils
down to a commitment to keeping an
eye open in the interests of your
neighbours (and vice versa) - and by
being emboldened, in the case of
doubt or concern, to contact the
Police to report suspicious activity.

Most groups comprise between
20 and 60 homes, and the smallest is
of 12 homes. It is not onerous to run
a group, and excellent support,
information and advice is available
from the Shortlands’ Safer
Neighbourhood Team.

You may have come across
members of the team already, as they
patrol the area and visit specific
locations such as the Station, Schools
and the Church Office, in order to find
out how best they can promote and
strengthen a feeling of security in the
area. They are always ready to hear

Jo Powell, your views and answer any questions
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands you may have for them. They can be
020 8464 3149 contactedon 020 8721 2614.
Shortlands Golf Club i 5 J
Long established (1894) awoods
Family Golf Club The Family Law Solicitors

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the
membership base.
Monthly medals,
Honour Board Competitions,
excellent Social Events
Calendar.

"A garden oasis in suburbia™
Contact Ken Murray:
8460 2471/8828 or
Peter May: 8460 8828

Need advice on your rights
and options?
Experienced family solicitor,
accredited member of the Law
Society Family Panel.

Your first half hour with us free.
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
e-mail: confidential@dawoods-
solicitors.co.uk Tel: 8249 6047

50 Burnhill Rd.,

Beckenham .
#h resolution
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Adieu Dominique,
bienvenu Michel!

A group of parishioners from St.
Mary’s travelled to Douai at the
beginning of September for the
farewell celebrations marking the end
of Abbé Dominique Dewailly’s eight
years as parish priest of St. Francis of
Assisi, which is twinned with St.
Mary’s, Shortlands.

The Shortlands group took gifts
from the parishioners: an icon of the
Virgin Mary and a framed picture of St.
Mary’s Church. Dominique sent his
thanks and best wishes, saying how

much he appreciated all the friendship
and fellowship of the “jumelage”
(twinning). He leaves Douai to join
the Diocesan training team in
Cambrai.

The special mass to mark
Dominique’s departure also served to
welcome Abbé Michel Rimaux, who
will be taking over as St. Francis’
parish priest.  St. Mary’s looks
forward to continuing the link with
St. Francis, and meeting Michel in the
near future.

Members of St. Mary’s, Shortlands enjoyed a warm welcome and home
hospitality during their recent visit with our friends in Douai.

J. E. Neal

Builder and Decorator

Property Maintenance - interior and
exterior; painting and decorating;
odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 20 years.

For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860

STEVE
BULLETT

Painter and
Decorator
Interior and Exterior

Tel: 01474 369398
Mobile: 07714 041948




St. MARY'S BECOMES AN A

The Annual Animal Welfare and Pet Service was held on Sunday, October 15th at St. Mary's, Shortlands. Over 70 people attended, along with
their pets, which included an African land snail, four tortoises, a rat, guinea pig, hamster and many cats and dogs. Photographed above after
the service are some of those who attended.

From the
Registers

Baptism:
We welcome into God’s family:
10th Sept  Kirsty Diamond

Matrimony:

We congratulate:

9th Sept ~ Benjamin Miller and
Laura Giddings

30thSept  Guy Woollvenand
Liz Odette

At Rest:

We extend our sympathy to those
who loved:

15th Sept ~ Mary Smith, aged 98
19th Sept  Ronald Bowyer, aged 76
20th Sept  Mary Williams, aged 91

Remembering

Mary Williams

Mary was born in Southend-on-Sea.
Her father was killed during the First Lewisham Crematorium for a Servide that St. Mary’s acknowledges

World War, and her mother also died

when she was small. So Mary wentpaul Miller. the will of the late Mrs. Irene Smatrt

into a Dr. Barnado’s Home until an

e wones a5 4o 2 s\ @\\ Pastoral Assistant

mental health charity, as well as
collecting for the blind. She
especially enjoyed her garden and
feeding and watching the birds.

Mary was a regular worshipper gt
St Mary’s, where a Service of
Thanksgiving for her life, conducted
by Reverend Alison Newman, was
attended by family members and her
many friends, by whom she will be
greatly missed.

Ronald Bowyer

Born in Hertfordshire, Ron worked as
a printer in Fleet Street before movingA Service of Authorisation of Pastoral Assistants was held at St. Mary's, Shortlands
to the British Guild of Camera on Sunday, Oct. 8th. Photographed (left to right) are Canon Paul Miller (Vicar), Sue
Technicians, where he worked untjlHarrison, who will join the ministry team at St. Mary's, The Ven. Paul Wright

his retirement. He was an accom- (Archdeacon of Bromley & Bexley) and the Rev. Alison Newman, Associate Vicar.

plished ballroom dancer (for which h

acquired many trophies), a keen Franklin House Demelza House Christmas Coffee
cricketer, and an avid reader (he was a Christmas Fayre Mor\rx/n%- hgnr:elgn adi?égce pies!
' L eds., 6th Dec.,10.30am.
goe(;net;;)r of the Sherlock Holmes Saturd%/;nSt_qé\lncivember The Rosary Church Hall, West
: Common Road, Hayes.
Ron had lived with Susan, his Al the usual stalls & refreshments, Bring & Buy, cakes, gifts, raffle,
wife, for almost 25 years, the last 2 and proceeds to local charity. cards etc. All Welcome.
of which were spent in Shortlands
Friends and family gathered elt It is with grateful thanks )
for donations over the

: ; ast three months
of Thanksgiving conducted by Candpthe gift of £250 left to the church in than kS P amounting to

£63.50

aunttook herin.

During the Second World Wa
Mary worked in the Land Army and
then in a factory making radio parts|.

She met her husband, William, when established in 1955 to support St. church, or only come occasionally, Tel.NO.I oo

they were working in the Dolcis shog¢
shop in Catford. Mary then worked

in City Bank, Unilever and Guy’s available a sum to purchase furtherto St. Mary’s, as well as acknowledge

Hospital. Mary and William came
with their son David, to live first in

London Lane, Bromley and thenthe need for effective communication To find out more about the |Please returnto: Chairman of

finally to a bungalow in our parish.
William died in 1988 and Mary|

became very involved in charity work.

. b s feaNGME: i
Friends’ Generositya..
The Friends of St. Mary’s, which waschurch. Even if you do not attend | == «rreeeresrssssmsssssssssssssessee

Mary’s Church, has recently madebecoming a Friend is a way in which I would like to know more about the

two significant awards. It has made everyone can feel a sense of belonging"iénds of St. Mary's. Please send
details to the above address

choir robes for the ever expandingthe value of what the church does in| SiIgned: ...,

choir, and a data projector to support the community. Date: ..o

atsome services and presentations. Friends, or to become a Friend of St.the Friends, c/o Parish Office, 39
To become a ‘Friend’ is anMary’s, please cut out, complete and gggs"%??d kRoad, Bromley BR2
excellent way of supporting your local return the slip on the right. - [hank you.




