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The Good Samaritan today

Special Events and Services

                

Sunday 8 November - Remembrance Sunday
10.15am  Family Communion and Parade Service

Including the traditional outdoor Act of Remembrance, the Two 
Minutes Silence and the Laying of Wreaths at the War Memorial

Sunday 22 November 
5.00pm Songs of Praise

  Following an afternoon of events to celebrate the diamond 
anniversary of the consecration of the church (see page 3)

Sunday 29 November - Advent Sunday
6.30pm   Advent Carol Service 

Sunday 6 December
10.30am  Family toy service 

You are invited to bring a new, unwrapped toy or voucher 
suitable for children aged 8-13 years, which will become a gift for 
a local child in need of support through Welcare in Bromley. 
Please, no soft toys. Wrapping paper also welcome.

Sunday 13 December
4.00pm  Christingle service

Come and see the children's faces glowing in the light of candles

Sunday 20 December 
6.30pm  The Traditional Service of Nine Lessons
              and  Carols

Stay in touch!
To keep up with news from St. Mary's in between editions of 
SPAN, you can like our page on Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter – search for ‘St Mary's Shortlands'. 

Don’t forget our website 
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk    

In Luke's gospel a lawyer, who has been trying to test Jesus, asks him; 'who is my neighbour?' (Luke 10: 25-37).  

Jesus responds by telling the story of how a Samaritan, a despised outsider, came to the aid of a man who had been 

attacked by robbers and left half dead. 

The Samaritan administered first aid and paid for the man to be looked after while he recovered at a nearby inn.  

By contrast, two representatives of the religious establishment of the day had crossed over to the other side of the 

road to avoid the man as he lay injured.  

 Last month in SPAN, Rev. Morag pointed out that Jesus and his parents had been refugees, escaping to Egypt 

under threat of death.  She challenged us to think about how we respond to those in need who have fled from war, 

violence or famine.   

We have been discussing these issues at St Mary's in our pathfinder group (for young people aged 11-18).  We 

looked at the story of the Good Samaritan, acted it out and discussed what it would have felt like to be the lawyer, 

the robbers and the innkeeper as well as the better known characters in the story.  It was all too easy to see the 

perspectives of the different characters: the familiar story made very uncomfortable reading when looked at in the 

context of our lives today.

This month, when we remember with gratitude and respect those who sacrificed their lives for others, we may 

also be wrestling with difficult questions about present day conflicts. There are no easy answers.

In the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus, who gave his life for us, challenges us, as he did his listeners in first 

century Palestine.  We are challenged to show our love for those in need and danger regardless of race or creed and 

by actions as well as words, without counting the cost to ourselves.  
Catherine Bingham

Harvest Home: We recently celebrated Harvest and our harvest gifts 

have been donated to Bromley Women's Aid. Children from Little 

Cherubs and Sunnyfields Nurseries came to St Mary's and brought 

harvest gifts, sang harvest songs and heard a bible story. Our flower 

arrangers created some much admired displays.



Refreshers
Family-owned Independent Wine Merchant

60 Beckenham Lane, Shortlands
020 8460 7441

www.refreshers.uk.com
Free local delivery / Party Planning / Glass and Fridge Hire

From the
Registers

Holy Baptism
We welcome into God’s family:

4 October                 Eva Frankham

18 October               Poppy Spence           

Holy Matrimony
We congratulate:                           

10 Oct                Tom Nickalls  and                        

                                Kelly Davis

Remembering

Interment of Ashes
We extend our sympathy to those 

who loved:

9 Oct          Peter Austen

Where have all the flowers gone?
Elsewhere in SPAN this month you can see an example of the many floral displays that we enjoy through-

out the year at St Mary's.

However, we don't see flowers in church during the periods of Advent and Lent.  As we enter the period 

of Advent, it's timely to ask – why is this?

The season of Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas: that's 29th November this year.  

The word 'Advent' consists of two Latin words: ad — venire, 'to come to'.  Advent's message is that God, in 

the form of Jesus Christ, is coming to the world. 

It's a season of expectation and preparation.  We inevitably think about the shopping we'll do in 

preparation for Christmas - as Christians we also reflect on what preparations we need to make to 

welcome Christ into the world.  It's a time to watch and wait, to reflect on our own lives, and to think about 

our priorities and what we might do differently.

This sounds solemn – and 'penitential'.  The absence of flowers and the purple hangings in church are 

some of the ways in which we reflect this solemnity.

There is also great joy in this season, as we anticipate Christmas – his first coming, to a manger in 

Bethlehem – and as we anticipate the day when he will come again. 

When at the end of Advent we enjoy Christmas, the return of flowers to our church is one of the ways in 

which we express that joy.

The church isn't completely bare of decoration during Advent however – look out for the ring of Advent 

candles with which we mark progress, week by week, through the season.  The ring is mounted on an 

Advent wreath, made from a circle of evergreen plants which symbolise God's everlasting presence in our 

lives.  

Legal Eagle retires
Readers of The Times in Shortlands may have spotted an article 

paying tribute to a member of St Mary's congregation, who has 

recently retired from a highly distinguished career.

Jenny Ellis (known as Jenny Rowe in her professional life) was until 

October the Chief Executive of the Supreme Court, the highest court 

in the land.

Among her achievements in the role was oversight of the move of 

the court from the House of Lords to its new home in Parliament 

Square.

During her career she held a variety of jobs related to the legal 

profession and government, including supporting the process to 

appoint new judges.

As Principal Private Secretary to Lord Mackay of Clashfern, the 

Conservative Lord Chancellor, she was the first woman to hold the 

post.  In this role she was also Assistant Sergeant at Arms – this 

required her to wear a special uniform and to carry the mace during 

the State Opening of Parliament – again, a first for a woman.  She 

later held the same role for Lord Irvine of Lairg, the Labour Lord 

Chancellor, where she oversaw a major programme of reform.

Following her retirement, Jenny is moving with her husband to 

Devon, but is already planning to continue to do voluntary work there 

as well as serving as a Non-Executive Director.  We in Shortlands will 

miss her and send every good wish for their new life.

The Roman Catholic church of St Edmund of Canterbury,  Beckenham 

was packed for Mass on Saturday 3rd October as Canon Jack Madden 

retired after serving as parish priest since 1988.

Bishop Patrick Lynch from the Archdiocese of Southwark 

preached and presided. Thanks were given to Canon Jack for all that 

he had done over so many years.

We at St Mary's send our prayers for his retirement.

More wartime memories

We were pleased to receive the memories of a previous resident of 

Shortlands, who revisited the parish recently:

I was born at 24 St Mary's Avenue in 1936 and still remember the 

demise of the church building during the Second World War.  The first 

bomb damage, I recall, was from a land mine dropped in Kingswood 

Road.  About 4 houses were demolished and more were damaged; the 

church suffered broken glass, but continued in use.

Next was a 'doodle-bug' that hit the oak tree in the front of the church. 

This caused major damage to the building, not to mention the tree 

(although the church spire remained standing) and activities were moved 

to the hall next to Shortlands railway station.

The final 'hit' was from another doodle-bug that did a vertical dive and 

blew up the Vicar's tennis court! 

After this the church was deemed unsafe (although remarkably the 

spire still survived) and Sid Bishop, the demolition man famed for his 

'watch it come down' slogan, was called in and reduced the whole church 

to rubble.

By this time I was about 6 years old and, with my childhood friend, 

scrambled around as boys do.  We collected all the shrapnel, pots and 

pans (to help build a Spitfire!) and put them in the front garden of 16 St 

Mary's Avenue - the house of Mr Sampson, one time Mayor of 

Beckenham.   Sticking out of the ground amongst the ruins of the church 

was the gilded cockerel weather vane.  It had been visible for some days 

so was duly wheeled away.  How the church elders tut-tutted, and no 

reward was offered for saving this article from the tip - we were labelled 

as thieves!  I wonder where it is now and whether we were ever credited 

with rescuing it. Nigel Woodham
Alresford, Hampshire

At Rest
We extend our sympathy to those 

who loved:

Michael Bellamy    1 Oct    aged 81

Lilian Peacock       15 Oct   aged 94

BIG BAND: The Friends of St Mary's organised a very successful 

afternoon with the Big Band of Greenwich University playing Jazz 

and Big Band music to a packed church.

The theme of the concert was the 1940's and the World War II era.  

Everyone enjoyed the music and much hand clapping and foot 

tapping was noted.

Join us for an evening of beautiful Christmas music on

Tuesday 15th December, 7pm at St Mary's church, Shortlands

Singers from Highfield Community Choir, Highfield Junior Chamber Choir 
and Highfield Youth Voices will get you in the festive mood

Tickets £5 each (children go free but still need a ticket), from 
highfieldchoirs@yahoo.co.uk or apply in writing to either school office



 

H. Copeland & Sons

Funeral Directors

 - Caring & professional staff - 24 hour service

- Pre-payment Plans - Memorial masonry

9 Bromley Road, Beckenham

020 8650 2295

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent Br2 0ET

Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198

Mob: 07721 454 716

Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com

J.I.B. Approved Electrician

NAPIT Part P                      24 years experience

SPAN needs you!
Can you help sort or deliver 
SPAN?

Contact Mike Harrison
t: 020 8464 0284
e: mike.harrison@ntlworld.com

SPAN THANKS
We record our thanks this 

month for gifts
amounting to £2.00

Painting 
&

 Decorating
by a time served tradesman of 

forty two years experience

City & Guilds 

College instructor - Assessor

T: 020 8650 7973

M: 07841 655733

www.stretton-downes.co.uk

Mission of the month  
The National Brain Appeal

One in six people in the UK are affected by a neurological 

disorder.  This can be from birth, through a slowly developing 

illness or from a brain injury.  

The National Brain Appeal raises funds for The National 

Hospital for Neurology and Neurosurgery, Queen Square, 

London – one of the world's leading centres for the diagnosis, 

treatment and care of patients with neurological and 

neuromuscular conditions. These include Dementia, Migraine, 

Stroke, Multiple Sclerosis (MS), Brain Cancer and other brain 

tumours, Epilepsy, Parkinson's disease, Prion disease and Head 

Injury.  

Their latest appeal is to raise a further £2 million of the £3 

million appeal to upgrade the operating theatres and create a 

specialist complex spinal theatre at the National Hospital 

which is now the largest neurosurgery unit in the UK.  The 

number of patients requiring complex spinal surgery is rising 

by 20% each year partly due to new surgical techniques and 

research resulting in more effective treatments.  The new 

theatres will reduce waiting times for surgery, improve patient 

care and outcomes and spearhead research into new   

treatments.

More information can be found on the board at the back of 

church during November, or at www.nationalbrainappeal.org

St Mary's Annual Dinner

Our Annual Dinner will be held at The Langley Park Golf Club on 

Saturday 30th January 2016.  Tickets are £39 each and can be 

purchased from the Parish Office. 

We have booked Aiden Kent to entertain us after dinner.  Aiden, a 

local singer, does a very good impression of Frank Sinatra and other 

singers of that era. 

So if you like good food, convivial company, a little foxtrot or disco 

dancing, or prefer just to sit and enjoy the sounds of Frank Sinatra 

then St Mary's Annual Dinner is for you! 

CHRISTMAS FAIR
Christmas is closer than you think

which means it's time to get ready for the
St. Mary's Church Fair

This year the Fair will be held on

Saturday 28 November
from 2-4pm in the Church Hall

Preparations are under way 
but to be a success

we need you to come and share in the fun!

Bring your books, bric-a-brac, toys, raffle 
prizes, bottles or other clean saleable goods 

to the Parish Office

Monday to Friday from 9.30am to 12.30pm

St Mary's choir recently sang Choral Evensong in the chapel of Bromley 
and Sheppard's Colleges

Our Diamond Event        

On 22nd November 2015, we will be celebrating the consecration 

of the rebuilt St. Mary's church, following damage during the last 

war.  The original church, built between 1867-8, was destroyed by 

a flying bomb in 1944.  

A rebuilding fund was established, and initially services were 

held outside the ruined church, weather permitting!  Services 

later moved to a large marquee and then to a church hall in 

Shortlands before work on the new St. Mary's church was 

completed in 1955.  Consecration is an important moment in the 

life of any church when it is set apart for the worship and service 

of God: the Service of Consecration for the new St. Mary's church 

was held on 20 November 1955.

 At 2pm on 22nd November all will be welcome at St. Mary's for 

an afternoon of commemorative events: films and photographs 

from years gone by, entertainment, workshops, a presentation by 

the children and afternoon tea.  There will be a short period of 

reflection at the War Memorial at 4.15pm leading into a Songs of 

Praise Service at 5pm. If you would like register your children for 

the Home Front Experience, an afternoon of games and stories 

culminating in their own war time story, please contact the Parish 

Office on 020 8460 5682.

 We hope you will be able to join us for this very special event.



ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS 
Mothers & ToddlersMrs. J. Runicles    8650 4553
Mothers' Union Fellowship Group

Mrs. P. White         8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's

Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947

 
Scouts (Fri) Mr. R. Howe          8462 7132
Cubs (Mon)            Mrs. P. Braithwaite8460 4152
Cubs (Tues) Mr. J. Griffiths  07954 437658
Beavers Mrs H. Ashford07979 504079

Guides (Tues.) Ms. N. Keast   07516 650940
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson   8460 5884 
Brownies (Mon.) Miss. K. Higgs 8462 3285
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. R. Katheswaran

 8249 0984
Brownies (Thurs.) Mrs. S. Tight 8460 8122
Rainbows Ms. W. Keeping 8466 1599 

Mrs. S. Tight 8460 8122
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704

 or 07960 988552 
The 2WW's Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8249 7127
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299 
Douai Link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C Willatt 8313 0246

 

PARISH OFFICE Tel: 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.30am - 12.30pm weekdays.  
Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings 
can be obtained during these hours. 

ROOFING
 ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
 GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS 

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

HOLT MAINTENANCE
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening, 

Window Cleaning,  
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning.

Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel.  07956 172979

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic 
work undertaken

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of 
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL CONTACTS 
Cllr. M. Cooke 020 3665 0357

(Email:Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)
Cllr D. Jefferys 020 8460 6030

(Email:david.jefferys@bromley.gov.uk)
Residents' Association 8460 4060
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 8721 2614

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Vicar                         Rev. M. Finch          8464 8065
     (Sat - Thu)                    revfinch@btinternet.com
Associate Vicar          Rev. R. Finch          8464 8065 
Associate Vicar          Rev. J. Peters          8460 5682
Reader Emeritus Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494
Readers Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259

Mr. S. Buchanan      8777 8008 
Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison      8464 0284

Mrs. D. Speller 8466 1184
Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator  Ms. N. Blake      8460 5682

Assistant Mrs. E. Parker 8460 5682

Churchwardens Mr. A. Williams   

Dr. D. Jefferys         8460 6030

Deputies Mrs. A. Swatton      8650 1114     

Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

Miss A. Parks 8464 1157 

Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696

Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027

PCC Secretary Miss  J.  Rambridge8650 0947 
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0031
Organist and Director of Music

Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Assistant Organist      Mr Daniel Beach     8289 6510
Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Junior Church Mrs. S. Aldred 8460 3978

07914343495

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL  DIRECTORS   Est 1879 

* FAMILY RUN * 24 hours a day

* Personal service * Modern or 

* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given                   Classsic funeral fleet

For advice, assistance and our INFORMATION folder 

please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK   

020 8777 4502        

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

Website  www.jrkillick.co.uk

AEROBICS - BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9p.m.

at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.
For more information Tel:  8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279

A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser 
over 25 years experience   07958 210577

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5  years

Tel: 8313 9191

… Decorating … Tiling  … 
Decking … Carpentry … 

and more.

DON’T 
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
 or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries, 

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell 
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

020 8464 3149

    Langley School of Dancing

  Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz, 
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba

   from age 2½ to adult   -   at St. Mary’s Hall

    Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

 

Romeo Health@The Sloane Hospital

recommended by Consultants - GPs - Midwives

! osteopathy

! manipulation

! cranial osteopathy

! sports massage

HOMEOPATHY & REFLEXOLOGY

Josephine Adam 
Homeopath  BSc  LCHE  RSHom  RGN

0744 348 2887
josephine.adam@live.co.uk

L O C A L  P L U M B E R
(Beckenham)

All types of general plumbing

Toilets, Showers, Taps, Ball Valves. 

B A T H R O O M  I N S T A L L A T I O N  S P E C I A L I S T S .

07793 867306    Ask for Michael

Appointment lines: 020 8249 0159

                            07956 308207

Insurance approved

Drama for 5-8 yrs, 8-11 yrs,
12-18 yrs01689 812 336

bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

Creativity, Confidence

Communication

SPAN INFORMATION
Website           www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial           Parish Office                8460 5682 
Distribution     Mr. M. Harrison           8464 0284
Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those supported by the 
publishers, and no responsibility can be 
accepted for accuracy. The publishers 
cannot accept responsibility for work 
carried out by advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £17.00 per column inch per issue. 
For details  call 8460 5682 during office hours. 
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,Church 
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0HG  

Extensions, Conversions, 
Refurbishment and Electrical.
Excellent references available
No job too large
E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk
T: 020 8249 8769   M: 07949 593294

Local, friendly and professional building 
company for your larger projects.

WORSHIP 
Every Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion 

10.30 Family Communion, except when 

notified. During term time there are 

separate groups in the Church Hall 

for children aged 0-18.

18.30 Choral Evensong

(3rd Sunday in the month)

Every Monday

17.00 Evening Prayers

Every Wednesday

10.00 Holy Communion

Further information about all services 
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

In their capacity as Funeral 

Directors the Killick family have 

provided the local community with 

personal and efficient service for over 

135 years

Private Chapel of Rest

24 hour service

Classic or modern cortege

Advice given on pre-arranged funeral 

plans

Please ask for an information folder 

and estimate.

Telephone Peter or Michael Killick 

on 020 8777-4502

Website   www.jrkillick.co.uk (full 

fee list shown)

112 High Street, West Wickham, 

Kent, BR4 0ND

Everyone needs someone to talk to ....

Discreet and confidential counsellor 
based in Beckenham

Anxiety, Stress, Low Self Esteem
Lisa Charlton - 07734305290

www.lisacharltoncounselling.co.uk

Established for over 25 years and 
able to provide catering and 

waitress service in your own home 
or a venue of your choice.

To see our suggested menus please go to 
 or tel: 020 8658 5008www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies & 
Guides please tel: 08001695901 or go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

For admissions to Beavers,Cubs & Scouts please 
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com

·

·New NHS and private patients welcome

All aspects of general dental care in a friendly, 
relaxed environment

020 8466 7393
www.ferndale-dental.co.uk

250 Bromley Road, Shortlands, BR2 0BW

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult 
time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in 
confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email 

confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk  

   Based just off Beckenham High Street
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

The Family Law Solicitors

A  flexible  and  friendly  care

service  in  your  own  home.

·  

·

Personal care

 Shopping

·

·

 Companionship

Specialist dementia care    

Contact  us  on  020  8658  2535
www.homeinstead.co.uk/bromley-chislehurst-orpington

http://www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk
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