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A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS !A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS!

Bishop James to visit Shortlands
The Bishop of Rochester, The Rt Rev James Langstaff, is to make his
first formal visit to the Parish of Shortlands on Sunday, 11 September.

He will preside at the 10.30am morning service, the occasion of
St. Mary's Patronal Festival.

It will also be the occasion of the Church's Gift Day.
Bishop James, who became the 107th Bishop of Rochester in

December 2010, has been to Shortlands on an informal visit to meet
the clergy of the Beckenham Deanery in January, but this will be his
first visit to the Parish.

Prior to coming to Rochester, Bishop James was the Bishop of
Lynn in the Diocese of Norwich.

Canon Paul Miller, Vicar of Shortlands, and the Bishop actually
served as curates in the same Parish of Farnborough in Hampshire.
Canon Paul was there in the late 1970s and Bishop James in the early
1980s. They are also representing the Diocese in the 4-man
Rochester clergy golf team at the National Diocesan Golf Day in July
at Frilford Heath.

The PCC earlier this year agreed a 5 year Strategic Plan to develop
the ministry and mission of St. Mary’s within Shortlands.

There are a number of projects within the plan which are still
being formulated and the current intention of this year’s Gift Day is,
subject to some final technical checks, to enhance and improve the
sound system in the church.

The reason we need to do this is due to the expanding
congregation which means the whole building is often full!
419 packed into the church on the Festival of Pentecost for the Scout
Centenary service.

Scouts celebrate Centenary

Over 400 people packed into St. Mary’s to celebrate the
centenary of the Scout group in Shortlands and the Festival of
Pentecost on Sunday, 12 June.

The service was followed by the Parish Picnic which for the
first time in 10 years was held inside the Hall due to the rain.
Many people stayed for lunch, however, and the popular
barbecue and the bouncy castle were both well supported.

Giles Barnett, the Bromley Branch District Commissioner,
presented an award to the Group Scout Chairman, Tony Chase,
who is photographed with Neil Broughton, a Queen’s Scout,
who returned to Shortlands for the occasion.

Services and Events at St. Mary’s

10.30am

3 July led by Canon Paul Miller

6.30pm

17 July to celebrate 100 years of the Mothers’

Union at St. Mary’s

Preacher: Canon Ruth Oates

Vicar of St. Mary’s, Gravesend and

Rural Dean of Gravesend

Sunday All Age Eucharist and Parade Service

Sunday Choral Evensong



Shortlands Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the

membership base.

“A garden oasis in suburbia“

Long established (1894)

Monthly medals,

Honour Board Competitions,

excellent Social Events

Calendar.

Contact Ken Murray:

8460 2471/8828 or

Peter May:  8460 8828

Family Golf Club

From the
Registers

We welcome into God’s family:

29 May   Amelie Vowls

5 June     Scarlett Slee

Dylan Slee

We extend our sympathy to those

who loved:

26 Apr John Rees, aged 89

1 May    Edna Benfield, aged 84

Holy Baptism

At Rest

J.I.B. Approved Electrician
NAPIT Part P 24 years experience

We record our thanks for
recent donations of £10.

SPAN THANKS

Remembering

John Rees

Edna Benfield

John Morris Rees was born in

Sheffield where his father was

working as a Factory Inspector for the

Civil Service. His parents both came

from South Wales with Welsh as

their first language. John was born in

1921, his sister Dilys in 1923.

Education was highly valued in

his family. He went to Jesus College,

Oxford, reading first Maths then,

after a spell in the RAF, returned to do

Physics instead. He spent his

wartime service in Egypt and Turkey

working with radar. After Oxford he

too became a Civil Service Factory

Inspector, a job he did, with various

promotions along the way, until he

retired in 1981.

He married his first wife, Jeanne,

a friend of his sister, in 1948. They

settled in London and in 1952 a son,

David was born followed by

Catherine in 1954. After posting to

Birmingham the family moved to

Bromley in 1961 and stayed there.

Sadly, soon after his retirement

Jeanne was diagnosed with breast

cancer and she died in 1982 aged

only 59.

He later married Kathleen and

they began to forge a new life

together in which golf played a

significant role, even living within the

sight of the golf course.

Catherine, meanwhile had

marr ied and gave h im two

grandchildren, Eilise and Owain. He

later became a great-grandfather to

three boys, Lian, Raif and Logan.

A Service of Thanksgiving,

conducted by Canon Paul Miller, took

place at Beckenham Crematorium at

which friends from university and the

golf club supported his wife Kathleen

and other members of the family.

Edna was born in 1927 in Willesden

and grew up in Kenton, near Harrow.

She attended Priestmead Primary

School, where she first met her

St. Mary’s Pre-School
Table Sale

Saturday, 2 July from 3pm - 5pm
in the Church Hall

Come and support this

Pre-School fund-raiser

The Leprosy Mission - a Thank You

The Leprosy Mission was January’s Mission of the Month at St. Mary’s, following which a payment of £413.50,

including donations from regular donors, has recently been sent to the Leprosy Mission. Their grateful

acknowledgment is displayed on the Mission of the Month board at the back of the Church - Thank You.

Canon Claire’s installation

husband-to-be, Ray, at the tender

age of 8. She then went on to

Peterborough High School for Girls

where she excelled academically. It

was only the on-going war in the

early 1940s that prevented her from

going to University. Instead she left

school and went out to work and one

of her close friends from that time

remained a close friend to this day.

After the war Edna met Ray again

and they married in 1950. They had a

son, John, born in 1956.They lived in

West Wickham, and after a spell in

Bahrain between 1967 and 1969

they returned and settled in

Shortlands where they remained.

Edna was an active member of

the Women’s League of Health and

Beauty attending every week and

making many friends.

A Service of Thanksgiving,

conducted by Canon Paul Miller, took

place at St. Mary’s, Shortlands

attended by family and friends,

followed by cremation at Beckenham

Crematorium.

On 17 May Claire Tillotson was installed by the Bishop as an Honorary Lay Canon at Rochester Cathedral.
A large contingent from Shortlands joined Claire and her family, some of whom had travelled from Wales,

for this significant occasion.
The choir sang Evensong at which the lessons were read by the Dean and Claire. Claire was then presented

to the Bishop by Canon Paul who explained Claire had been appointed as Lay Canon in recognition of her
music therapy work in Bethlehem. Claire was installed by the Dean into her stall named after William of Perth.

William of Perth was a Scottish baker who, in 1021, set out from Perth on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land.
During his journey he spent a night at the priory of St Andrew of Rochester. He was murdered shortly after he
left the monastery on the way through Rainham, and his body was brought back and buried in the Cathedral.
Numerous miracles were reported to have occurred at his tomb, which became a place of pilgrimage. The
present Quire was built, under the leadership of the Sacrist, William of Hoo, from the offerings made at his
tomb. Sadly, nothing is left of his burial place, but there is a stained glass window commemorating him in the
north wall of the north quire transept. The Stall named after him can be found on the south side of the Quire.

The photos show:
(left) the Dean, The Very Rev Adrian Newman, and the Bishop, The Rt Rev James Langstaff with Claire's family,
her husband James and children, Rachel and David,
and (right) Claire with the Dean and the Bishop and Canon Paul Miller and the Archdeacon of Bromley and
Bexley, The Ven Dr Paul Wright.

A reception was held afterwards in an Italian restaurant in Rochester.



Mission to Seafarers

If you search for Mission to Seafarers in Google, the results include Belfast,

Scotland, Bombay, Dubai, Antwerp, Mombasa and many more. It shows

that there is nowhere in the world or in our lives that is not connected in

some way to the people who work on ships. It is a hard and often dangerous

life.

The Mission to Seafarers is a Christian charity and works in more

than 230 ports around the world caring for the practical and spiritual

welfare of seafarers of all nationalities and faiths.

The Mission helps the seafarers by visiting them or welcoming

them to their centres, helping them stay in contact with their families by

phone or email after spending months at sea, helping an abandoned crew, or

helping a crew member in hospital many thousands of miles from home.

Just look in your kitchen cupboards, fridge and freezer - much of

what you see will have come by sea. We are all much indebted to these

seafarers.

The address at St. Mary's on Sunday, 10 July at the 10.30am

service will focus on the work of the Mission to Seafarers.

This charity is our Mission of the Month for July. There will be a display on

the Missions notice board during July and further information can be found

on www.missiontoseafarers.org

Mission of the Month

Get knotted!!!

Eleanor and Rachel from 2nd Shortlands Guides mastering a clove hitch in

their first steps to producing a pot stand for their Advanced Camper badge.

Square lashing and snake lashing were also needed to complete their

gadget, one of the clauses of the Advanced Camper badge. This badge was

completed by a record number of 18 Guides on the Outdoor Skills Weekend

recently at Cudham, with others gaining their Outdoor Cook badge or “Try

your Hand at Firelighting” for new campers.

Organised for Guide units in Bromley North Division, this very popular

weekend had a bumper attendance this year: 70 Guides and leaders

camped overnight, with a further 38 joining them just for a day. All 8 Guide

units in the Division, which covers Plaistow, Shortlands, Hayes and Coney

Hall, participated in the weekend.

What happens in heaven when you pray?
I dreamt that I went to Heaven and an angel was deputised to show me

around. Our first stop was at a large room filled with angels. They were

unfolding, reading and stacking thousands of bits of paper, of all sizes. My

angel guide explained, “This is the Receiving Section. Here, all petitions to

God said in prayer are received.’ I looked around the area, and it was terribly

busy. Angels were sorting out petitions from all over the world. Some were

long and involved and weighty, others merely a sigh on a scrap of paper.

Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reached the second

section. The angel said to me, "This is the Packaging and Delivery Section.

Here, the graces and blessings that have been asked for are processed and

delivered to the people who need them." I noticed again how busy it was

there. The angels were working hard to package and send back to earth all

the blessings that had been requested. Finally, at the farthest end of the

long corridor, we stopped at the door of a very small station. To my great

surprise, only one angel was seated there, doing nothing much.

"This is the Acknowledgement Section, my angel friend said quietly. He

seemed a bit embarrassed." How is it that there is no work going on here? '

I asked. The angel sighed. "Well, after people receive the blessings that they

ask for, it seems very few think to send back any acknowledgement."

“How does one acknowledge God's blessings? " I asked.. "Simple," the angel

answered. “Just say, ‘Thank you, Lord.’ And mean it.”

The word “Recession” conjures up hard times for many people

these days. However, it’s not half as bad here as in the many

poorer nations which Christian Aid supports the world over.

Thanks to your generosity and the unstinting work of our 44

collectors, this year we amassed a total of £3616.43 for

Christian Aid - £233.80 of this emanating from the joyful

contributions of our youth in their annual Pennies from Heaven

circle inside the Church.

This money will be used in many ways to help third world

communities to stand on their feet and enable them to improve

their way of life in a more rewarding and sustainable manner.

So, to all our collectors, youth leaders and to Richard & Brenda

Vickers (who counted the Pennies from Heaven), may we say:

‘very well done indeed and a very big thank you!’

God Bless you,

Tricia Braithwaite & Sara Craggs

Christian Aid Collection 2011
Mothers’ Union [MU] at St Mary’s is either 100 years old this year – or
it was last year! We know that Mothers’ Union was active at St. Mary’s
by 1911... but we have been unable to find a record of a formal start
date.

MU is a Christian organisation, founded in 1878 by Mary Sumner,
the wife of a Hampshire clergyman and mother of three. She believed in
the importance of family life, and set up a group to help women prepare
for motherhood and the physical and spiritual needs of their children.
MU has grown to a worldwide organisation of some 4 million members
in 80 countries, with its headquarters in London.

Here at St. Mary’s we have 34 members. We meet monthly for talks
on various subjects, and we have several purely social events every
year. As well as our meetings, we collect toiletries for use in womens’
refuges; support the MU Literacy & Development Programme in Sudan
and other developing countries from our Mission of the Month
proceeds; this year we have sent £118 to “Make a Mother’s Day”; and
more ....

We will celebrate 100 years of the Mothers’ Union at St. Mary’s at a
special Choral Evensong on Sunday, 17 July at 6.30pm. We hope both
former and current members will be present and that Church and
community will support this occasion.

The preacher will be Canon Ruth Oates who is Vicar of St. Mary’s,
Gravesend and also Rural Dean of Gravesend.

There will be drinks served after the service.

Mothers’ Union - 100 not out!



PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays. Information
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE
Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement

Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning

Tel: 020 8460 6088 Mob: 07970 810572

Email: david.maguire@lawrencefinancial.co.uk

Contact David Maguire

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE

98 MARTINS ROAD

SHORTLANDS BR2 0EF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE

Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520

www.shortlandsdentalpractice.co.uk

SPAN
Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk

Editorial Parish Office 8460 5682

Distribution Mr. A. Jones 8460 5437

Mrs. J. Kelsey 8466 1093

ADVERTISING: £15.50 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,Church House,
39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no responsibility
can be accepted fo accuracy. Neither can the publishers
accept responsibility for work carried out by
advertisers.

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING

GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS

PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

HOLT MAINTENANCE

Tel. 020 8460 9396 or 07956 172979

Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning, Domestic and

Commercial Cleaning.
Accredited Safe Contractor

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

Chiropodist - Reflexologist

Sally Thorogood
MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS

100 Kenwood Drive

Beckenham  BR3 6RA 020 8650 2738

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)

LOCAL NUMBERS
Cllr. E. Noad 8462 3295
Cllr. G. Taylor 8289 7893

Highfield Infants’ School 8464 7804
Highfield Junior School 8460 2597
Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 8721 2614

ST. MARY'S ORGANISAT1ONS
Mothers & Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles 8650 4553
Mothers' Union Mrs. P. White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Scouts GSL Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Scouts (Fri.) Mr. T. Watson 8650 0184
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. J. Garvey 8249 8785
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. J. Griffiths 8285 3968
Beavers &

admissions Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Guides (Tues.) Ms. N. Keast 07825 648472
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon.) Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Brownies (Wed.) Ms. H. Preston 07754 444453
Brownies (Thurs.) Ms. D. Allen 8650 1720
Brownies

admissions Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Rainbows Ms. W. Keeping 8466 8120
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704

or 07960 988552
The TWO "W's" Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
OTHER NUMBERS
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai Link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246

PARISH DIRECTORY
STAFF
Vicar Canon P. Miller 8460 4989
Honorary Curate Rev. J. Peters 07531 617302

(Sunday, Monday and Wednesday)
Honorary Assistant Archdeacon P. 8467 8743
Priest Wright
Readers Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494

Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284

Mrs. L. Miller 8460 4989
Mrs. D. Speller 8466 1184
Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers 8460 5682
Assistant Mrs. E. Parker 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mrs. A. Swatton      8650 1114

Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696
Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Mr. C. Stokes 8460 0661
Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027

PCC Secretary Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. D. Weekes 8650 2950
Organist & Mr. F. Roddy 01689 877025
Director of Music
Assistant Organist Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Junior Church Mrs. S. Aldred 8460 3978

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879

* * 24 hours a day
* Personal service * Modern or
* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given classsic funeral fleet

For advice, assistance and our folder
please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK

FAMILY RUN

INFORMATION

020 8777 4502
112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

WORSHIP
Every Sunday

Every Monday

Every Wednesday

17.00 Evening Prayers

10.00 Holy Communion

08.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Family Communion, except the first

Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 2 -14.

10.30 All Age Eucharist or Parade Service
18.30 Evening Service

½
(1st Sunday in the month, term time).

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

AEROBICS -

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE

BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

Every Monday 8-9p.m.

at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.

For more information Tel:  8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279

A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome. Website  www.jrkillick.co.uk

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser

over 25 years experience 07958 210577

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5 years

Tel: 8313 9191

… Decorating … Tiling
… Decking … Carpentry

… and more.

DON’T
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

Dawoods
The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on all aspects of family and relationship
breakdown, please contact Mrs K Dawood

e-mail: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Tel: 8249 6047

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

50 Burnhill Road

Beckenham, BR3 3LA

PICTURE FRAMING

020 8464 3149

Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell

3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

J. E. Neal
Builder and Decorator

Property Maintenance -  interior & exterior; painting &
decorating; plumbing & tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 25 years.

For a competitive quote,

call 8777 2860 or Mobile 07719 620696

Langley School of Dancing

Istd Ballet, Tap, Modern and Street Jazz

Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

Pre Primary Ballet and Tap classes from age 2½

Adult tap dance classes

SHORTLANDS

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

We’re here to look after
your local interests.

Membership details from - 8460 4060

Cranial Osteopathy

Romeo Stafford

!

!

!

Specialist Children and Baby Clinic
Pain Management

Sports Injuries

Insurance approved Tel: 020 8249 0159

OSTEOPATH

Back Problems - Sports Injuries - Cranial

ANDREAS JOCHIM DO MSc

12 Station Approach, Hayes, Bromley,BR2 7EH

020 8650 0509

www.jollybacks.co.uk

LOCAL PLUMBER

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Phone Michael on 0800 183 0063

fully insured - free estimates & advice, bathroom/shower
installations, central heating pumps/radiators etc.

Big enough to cope, small enough to care.

Bromley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
Sandford Road, Bromley South

14 tennis courts of which 2 indoors and 6 floodlit. 3 squash courts.
Competitive subscriptions. Coaching for all ages and abilities.
Clubhouse with bar. Social events and hall available for hire.

020 8460 0936 or visit our website

www.bromley-lawn-tennis-and-squash-club.co.uk


