
SHORTLANDS
PARISH NEWS

theSPANSt. Mary’s, Shortlands

endeavours to bring the love

of God into the everyday lives

of the people of Shortlands. December  2011. Year 31 Number 11www.stmarysshortlands.org.ukwww.stmarysshortlands.org.uk

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS !A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS!

Special Events and Services for Advent and Christmas
Sunday, 27 November

Sunday, 4 December

Friday, 9 December

Sunday, 11 December

Monday, 12 December

Tuesday, 13 December

Thursday, 15 December

6.30pm  - Advent Carol Service

10.30am - Toy Service

09.45am - Highfield Infants’ School Nativity Pla

6.30pm - The Christingle Carol Service

9.45am - Highfield Junior School Carol Service

11.00am - St. Mary’s Mothers and Toddlers Group Christmas Service

Including music by Redford, Goldschmidt and Joubert.
as well as popular congregational carols.

You are invited to bring one new, unwrapped toy, which will become a gift
for a local child in need of support through Welcare in Bromley.

y

Come and see the children’s faces glowing in the light of the candles, and
support the work of the Children’s Society.

10.30am - Sunnyfields and Little Stars Christmas Service

Friday, 16 December

Sunday, 18 December

Christmas Eve:  Saturday, 24 December

Christmas Day: Sunday, 25 December

11.00am - St. Mary’s Pre-School Christmas Service

6.30pm - The Traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas

3.30pm - ‘Once upon a time: The Story of the First Christmas’ - Nativity
Play and Crib Service

11.30pm - Procession by Candlelight, Midnight Mass of the Nativity of
Our Lord and Carols for Christmas

9.00am - Holy Communion
10.30am - Family Communion for Christmas Day

with music by Rutter, Cornelius and Ledger.

led by Reverend Jane Peters.  All children and adults are welcome to take
part, and if you wish, come dressed as angels, shepherds or wise men.

(to be left at the Church after the
service).

The Choir will be singing carols from 11.15pm to welcome you.

You are invited to bring a newly opened present!

Please also bring a home-made star

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR READERS !

Alexis Peck married Matthew Rose at St. Mary’s, Shortlands

at the end of October at a Service at which Canon Paul Miller

officiated.

Alexis is a teaching assistant at Pilgrims’ Way Primary

School, Peckham, and Matthew is a teacher at St. Joseph’s Roman

Catholic Primary School, Bromley.

Alexis has been part of the St. Mary’s Church family for

many years and a packed Church of family, friends and members of

the Church gathered to celebrate their marriage.

‘A Church wedding is always a special occasion when a

couple come to make their vows in the presence of God and his

people. St. Mary’s is an excellent venue for weddings and we spend

much time with every couple to plan and prepare to make it a really

special day,’ reported Canon Paul Miller.
(photo by Nick Rose - www.nickrosephotography.com)

Christmas unwrapped!
A middle-aged woman posted her Christmas wish list on the refrigerator for

her husband to read. She requested ‘something that will make me look sexy

and beautiful.’ To her surprise the husband gave her an exercise bike as a gift!

All of us have received unwanted gifts at Christmas. For Joseph the gift of

a child, as recorded in Matthew, was not something he really wanted.

Although he was engaged to Mary, her pregnancy provided grounds for

divorce. Not surprisingly, with the associated social disgrace, Joseph wanted

to divorce Mary quietly.

However, God intervened in a dream reminding Joseph that the child to

be born would fulfil the prophet Isaiah’s promise: ‘The virgin will be with

child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel - which

means, God with us.’ Joseph’s world, like our own, is scary and uncertain

and it’s not always clear as to what God is doing. So what is the message of

the name Immanuel for Joseph, as well as for ourselves as we approach

Christmas 2011?

•

God assured Joseph through his dream that he was working in all that Joseph

God is present with us

was experiencing. The conception of Jesus by the Holy Spirit is not

unexplained; however the wonder of the incarnation is that the eternal and

creator God has entered time and space as a baby. This baby is both uniquely

divine but also fully human. The birth of Jesus means that we can know God

personally, not just know about him. The Holy Spirit is committed to making

Jesus’ life and character real in us, as well as bringing meaning to our

circumstances, just as he worked in the conception of Immanuel.

•

Christmas touches some raw nerves in our lives, including stress, family

rows, loneliness and financial pressures. However, God does not remain

aloof from our experiences. By coming in Jesus he enters our world of hopes

and fears, joys and disappointments. Therefore, he can understand what we

are going through, as he is alongside us. By the cross and resurrection he

gave his life that we might know his life, joy, peace and forgiveness.

For Joseph, as well as us, the Christmas message is one of hope in an

uncertain world. It is a time to re-consider the claims of Immanuel (God with

us) as we entrust ourselves to him for the coming year.

God is on our side



Shortlands Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the

membership base.

“A garden oasis in suburbia“

Long established (1894)

Monthly medals,

Honour Board Competitions,

excellent Social Events

Calendar.

Contact Ken Murray:

8460 2471/8828 or

Peter May:  8460 8828

Family Golf Club

From the
Registers

We welcome into God’s family:

16 Oct      Amelia Lightbody

23 Oct      Eve Lalley

30 Oct      Joseph Leonard

We congratulate:

22 Oct   Matthew Rose and

Alexis Peck

5 Nov    Jack Campion and

Cheri Anderson

We extend our sympathy to those

who loved:

10 Oct  Dorothy Stewart, aged 77

Holy Baptism

Holy Matrimony

At Rest

J.I.B. Approved Electrician
NAPIT Part P 24 years experience

We record our thanks for
recent donations of £2.00.

SPAN THANKS

Remembering

Dorothy Stewart
Dot was born in Stone Park Hospital,

Beckenham. She was educated in

Beckenham too and for the past

thirty years had lived in Shortlands.

She was married to Don for fifty

five years and they had two children,

Chris and Janet, a sister Molly, and

three grandsons, Kieran, Daniel and

Michael.

She had a number of jobs,

amongst which was some time

working for the Prudential and then

British Telecom.

Amongst her interests were, as a

young girl, dancing, music, she loved

walking in the countryside and she

loved doing puzzles.

A Service of Thanksgiving,

conducted by Canon Paul Miller, was

held at Beckenham Crematorium

prior to cremation. H. Copeland & Sons
Funeral Directors

- Caring & professional staff - 24 hour service

- Pre-payment Plans - Memorial masonry

9 Bromley Road, Beckenham

020 8650 2295

The Children’s Society

Its mission

Its vision

Its values

The Children’s Society is a leading national children’s charity committed to

making childhood better for all children in the UK. It provides vital help for

tens of thousands of children every year:

It provides specialist support at a local level for those forgotten children

who face the greatest danger and disadvantages in their daily lives;

children who are unable to find the support they need anywhere else.

Its work in children’s centres, schools and churches gives children the

chance to develop the skills and confidence they need to make the most

of their childhood and play a full part in their local communities.

Its thought-provoking research influences everyone – from people like

the general public to politicians and decision makers – about how to

create real change.

Its hard-hitting campaigns attract large public support and make

institutions, government bodies and authorities take action to make

childhood better for all children.

is to make childhood better for all children in the UK.

is to see a world where every child enjoys a good childhood.

are Love, Justice and Forgiveness.

You are warmly invited to attend our Christingle service in St Mary’s on

Sunday, 11 December at 6.30pm, which will highlight our financial support

for the Children’s Society this year.

The Children’s Society is St. Mary's Mission for the Month of December.

There will be a display on the Missions notice board during December and

further information can be found on www.childrenssociety.org.uk

!

!

!

!

Mission of the Month

To the editor of SPAN
May we, through SPAN, thank all those who, over the past few
weeks, have given us so much support following Peter’s tragic death
in a random accident in Battersea. We are so grateful for all the
cards, flowers, kind words and gifts from so many, both near and far.
You may have read in the October edition of SPAN that there were
about 650 people at his funeral giving rise to some fabulous singing
and thought-provoking words from all who spoke at the service.

To die at the age of 27 is unexpected. Many of Peter’s friends and
work colleagues were there, and we know from speaking to them
since, that the sentiments expressed had a profound effect on many
of them. They had been shown that at this young age you are not

after all invincible and immortal. It is clear to us that many have had their view of life thoroughly shaken.
Canon Paul and Reverend Jane offered words which made them think and eased their pain.

We would especially like to thank all those who took part in the service – the church wardens,
sidesmen, choir, clergy and of course the congregation for being there with us.

It was because of the 7 year old Peter that we opened the Beaver Colony here. Let that be his lasting
legacy for the Parish. John, Marion and Charles Westropp

Latest baptism at St. Mary’s
Peter and Sarah Leonard
brought their son Joseph to
St. Mary’s to be baptised at the
end of October.

Peter and Sarah were
married at St. Mary’s in 2005
and had their daughter
Annabelle, pictured with
Sarah, baptised in 2008.

Annabelle now attends
St. Mary’s Pre-School. Joseph
was 10 weeks old when Canon
Paul Miller officiated at the
baptism.

A f t e r the se r v i c e a
reception was held at the
family’s house.



New Parish Administrator Appointed
Rachel Bailey, (pictured centre) a resident of Shortlands, who lives in

St. Mary's Avenue, has been appointed Parish Administrator in

succession to Richard Vickers who is retiring.

Rachel, a graduate of University College in London, comes from a career

in publishing and being a personal assistant to department heads at the

Imperial College of Science, Technology and Medicine. She has also been

editorial assistant and personal assistant to veterinary editors. Rachel is

married and has three children, two daughters at Langley Girls School and a

son at Highfield Infants’.

'We are delighted that Rachel will be joining our team at St. Mary's,'

commented Canon Paul Miller. 'She comes with the kind of experience that

we need and she lives less than two minutes from the Church!'

Photographed with Rachel is Emma Parker, the Assistant Parish

Administrator and Canon Paul Miller..

Canon Miller said, 'I also want to pay tribute to the work of Richard

Vickers. Richard has done a fantastic job and set up our administration in a

way which supports such a busy church and parish. He has been a loyal

colleague to me and a good friend to many and we shall miss him

enormously. I shall be arranging a farewell gift to enable us to express our

appreciation for all Richard has done - these may be left at the Parish Office

by 16 December, marked for the attention of Emma Parker! Cheques should

be made payable to St. Mary's Shortlands PCC.’ A presentation to Richard

will take place on Sunday, 18 December after the 10.30am service.

Welcare in Bromley is looking for a volunteer to work in their office for a

few hours each week.

Tasks would include updating, maintaining and producing display

materials, sorting donations of food, helping with fund raising, data

inputting, general office/admin tasks.  If you would like to help this local

charity working with disadvantaged and needy families in the Borough to

make a difference, and be part of a friendly and supportive team, please

contact Margaret or Jane on 020 8466 0399 or email:

office@bromleywelcare.org.uk for more details and an application pack.

A Christmas Poem
written by a Shortlands Resident

MP welcomes new
Shortlands Councillor

David Jefferys (pictured left) was recently elected the Ward Councillor for

Shortlands after a by-election held as a result of the resignation of George

Taylor.

David polled almost 60% of the votes. He now joins Councillor Ernest

Noad as the Councillors representing Shortlands.

Photographed with David is MP for Beckenham, Bob Stewart.

David, who is Churchwarden at St. Mary’s, was delighted with the

result. "It is a great honour and a privilege to have been elected to join Ernest

Noad as the second Councillor for Shortlands Ward. The by-election was a

vigorous campaign, which was good for local democracy. I called on 94% of

the homes during the election, but remember the ward and the parish

boundaries are not the same. Why did I stand for election? The reason was I

want to give something back to our local community, to serve the people

and with your help make a difference."

Christmas cards

Where is the baby?

A friend of ours waited until the last minute to send Christmas cards. She knew

she had 49 people on her list. So she rushed into a store and bought a package of

50 cards without really looking at them. Still in a big hurry, she addressed the 49

and signed them without reading the message inside.

On Christmas Day when things had quieted down somewhat, she happened

to come across the one leftover card and finally read the message she had sent to

49 of her friends. Much to her dismay, it read like this: 'This card is just to say a

little gift is on the way.' Suddenly she realized that 49 of her friends were

expecting a gift from her.

For weeks, a six-year old lad kept telling his nursery teacher about the baby

brother or sister that was expected at his house. One day the mother allowed the

boy to feel the movements of the unborn child. The six-year old was obviously

impressed, but made no comment. Furthermore, he stopped telling his teacher

about the impending event. The teacher finally sat the boy on her lap and said,

"Tommy, whatever has become of that baby brother or sister you were expecting

at home?" Tommy burst into tears and confessed, "I think Mummy ate it!"

Turkey, plum pudding and mince pies

Cakes and sweets of every sort

Trees, decorations, lights

Many presents we have bought

We will feast and have much joy

We will party, dance and sing

We will love our fellow man

We will hear the church bells ring

Wait! Whose birthday do we celebrate

Who do we honour on this day

It is the babe of Bethlehem

Long ago born in the hay

God’s son, grew into a man

Who lived on earth the Bible tells

Died, rose again to be with God

Now in Heaven he dwells

Peace, gentle peace

Be still for He is near

Peace, perfect peace

Remember. For God is here.

by Daisy Bottell, Durham House



PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays. Information
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE
Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement

Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning

Tel: 020 8460 6088 Mob: 07970 810572

Email: david.maguire@lawrencefinancial.co.uk

Contact David Maguire

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE

98 MARTINS ROAD

SHORTLANDS BR2 0EF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE

Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520

www.shortlandsdentalpractice.co.uk

SPAN

Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk

Editorial Parish Office 8460 5682

Distribution Mr. A. Jones 8460 5437

Mrs. J. Kelsey 8466 1093

ADVERTISING: £15.50 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,Church House,
39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no responsibility
can be accepted fo accuracy. Neither can the publishers
accept responsibility for work carried out by
advertisers.

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING

GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS

PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

HOLT MAINTENANCE

Tel. 020 8460 9396 or 07956 172979

Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning, Domestic and

Commercial Cleaning.
Accredited Safe Contractor

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

Chiropodist - Reflexologist

Sally Thorogood
MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS

100 Kenwood Drive

Beckenham  BR3 6RA 020 8650 2738

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)

LOCAL NUMBERS

Cllr. E. Noad 8462 3295
Cllr D. Jefferys 07944 565455

Highfield Infants’ School 8464 7804
Highfield Junior School 8460 2597
Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 8721 2614

ST. MARY'S ORGANISAT1ONS
Mothers & Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles 8650 4553
Mothers' Union Mrs. P. White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Scouts GSL Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Scouts (Fri.) Mr. T. Watson 8650 0184
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. J. Garvey 8249 8785
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. J. Griffiths 8285 3968
Beavers &

admissions Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Guides (Tues.) Ms. N. Keast 07730 455274
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon.) Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Brownies (Wed.) Ms. H. Preston 07754 444453
Brownies (Thurs.) Ms. D. Allen 8650 1720
Brownies

admissions Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Rainbows Ms. W. Keeping 8466 8120
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704

or 07960 988552
The TWO "W's" Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
OTHER NUMBERS
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8249 7127
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai Link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246

PARISH DIRECTORY

STAFF
Vicar Canon P. Miller 8460 4989
Honorary Curate Rev. J. Peters 07531 617302

(Sunday, Monday and Wednesday)
Honorary Assistant Archdeacon P. 8467 8743

Priests Wright
Rev. J. Donnelly

Readers Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494
Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259

Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284
Mrs. L. Miller 8460 4989
Mrs. D. Speller 8466 1184
Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers 8460 5682
Assistant Mrs. E. Parker 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mrs. A. Swatton      8650 1114

Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696
Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Mr. C. Stokes 8460 0661
Mr. B. Waring 07957 186027

PCC Secretary Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. D. Weekes 8650 2950
Organist & Mr. F. Roddy 01689 877025
Director of Music
Assistant Organist Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Junior Church Mrs. S. Aldred 8460 3978

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879

* * 24 hours a day
* Personal service * Modern or
* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given classsic funeral fleet

For advice, assistance and our folder
please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK

FAMILY RUN

INFORMATION

020 8777 4502
112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

WORSHIP
Every Sunday

Every Monday

Every Wednesday

17.00 Evening Prayers

10.00 Holy Communion

08.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Family Communion, except the first

Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 0-18.

10.30 All Age Eucharist or Parade Service
18.30 Choral Evensong

(1st Sunday in the month, term time).
(3rd Sunday in the month)

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

AEROBICS -

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE

BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

Every Monday 8-9p.m.

at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.

For more information Tel:  8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279

A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome. Website  www.jrkillick.co.uk

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser

over 25 years experience 07958 210577

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5 years

Tel: 8313 9191

… Decorating … Tiling
… Decking … Carpentry

… and more.

DON’T
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

Dawoods
The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on all aspects of family and relationship
breakdown, please contact Mrs K Dawood

e-mail: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Tel: 8249 6047

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

50 Burnhill Road

Beckenham, BR3 3LA

PICTURE FRAMING

020 8464 3149

Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell

3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

J. E. Neal
Builder and Decorator

Property Maintenance -  interior & exterior; painting &
decorating; plumbing & tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 25 years.

For a competitive quote,

call 8777 2860 or Mobile 07719 620696

Langley School of Dancing

Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz,

Boys Street Jazz & Zumba

Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

from age 2½ to adult   -   at St. Mary’s Hall

SHORTLANDS

RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

We’re here to look after
your local interests.

Membership details from - 8460 4060

Romeo Health@The Sloane Hospital

recommended by Consultants - GPs - Midwives

!
!
!
!

osteopathy
manipulation
cranial osteopathy
sports massage

HOMEOPATHY

Josephine Adam
Homeopath  BSc  LCHE  RSHom  RGN

07821 522625
josephine.adam@live.co.uk

LOCAL PLUMBER

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Phone Michael on 0800 183 0063

fully insured - free estimates & advice, bathroom/shower
installations, central heating pumps/radiators etc.

Big enough to cope, small enough to care.

Bromley Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
Sandford Road, Bromley South

14 tennis courts of which 2 indoors and 6 floodlit. 3 squash courts.
Competitive subscriptions. Coaching for all ages and abilities.
Clubhouse with bar. Social events and hall available for hire.

020 8460 0936 or visit our website

www.bromley-lawn-tennis-and-squash-club.co.uk

Appointment lines: 020 8249 0159
07956 308207

Insurance approved


