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Kirsten and Eleanor in their international Guiding uniform.

Long awaited production – featuring many little known stars of

St. Mary’s Church and the community.
Every expense spared!

Cinderella
by Limelight Scripts (www.limelightscripts.co.uk)

Performances on Friday 25th January 2008 at 7.30pm
and Saturday 26th January at 2.30pm and 7.30pm

Tickets  adults £5, children £3 each - Telephone: 8650 5178

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS!

Do you know your place?
by Reverend Alison Newman

This was a question recently posed to

some clergy by Louise Lawrence, a

New Testament lecturer. She says ‘our

day to day lives all happen some-

where, some place’.

We live in an increasingly mobile

world. Often we might live in one

place, work in another, spend our

leisure time in another and have

friends who live far and wide.

Louise invited us to think about

our relationships to particular places,

one of them being where we live. Then

she encouraged us to read some

biblical texts from this perspective.

This is called Contextual Bible Study.

It means relating a bible passage to

where we are now.

The New Year is always a time

when traditionally we look back at

the past year, celebrating the joys and

acknowledging the failures. We all

have individual hopes and aspirations

for the year ahead but together we

can also share our vision for our

community here. So what kind of

hopes and dreams do we have for our

neighbourhood of Shortlands and

how might using ‘Contextual Bible

Study’ move us forward in our

thinking?

One biblical passage which might

help us is the story of Jesus exorcising

demons from a man called Legion. The

bible says the demons had taken over

the man and for his safety he was kept

bound and chained. Our challenge is

to think beyond the literal story. The

man Legion was in a sense ‘occupied’

and ‘threatened’ by outside forces, he

has been seen to represent a land

occupied by a foreign/colonial power.

If we were applying this to the time of

Jesus, Rome was occupying Israel and

the Jewish nation were feeling their

land or place was under threat from

outside forces. If we bring this up to

date - what threatens ‘our place’, in

our case Shortlands? What are the

issues in our community which really

concern us? What are the forces

around that worry us?

Two concerns which spring to my

mind from conversations I’ve had - are

property development and personal

safety. So let me ask you ‘what do you

see as a threat to our community here

in Shortlands’? What do you think are

the burning issues in this area? Here

at St. Mary’s we would be really

interested to hear what your concerns

are and whether they are shared by

others. By identifying the issues we

might be able to begin to consider

how they can be addressed.

Canon Paul and I wish you a

Happy New Year. We also pray that

2008 may be a year where we can all

work together to further God’s

kingdom of justice and mercy here on

earth, and specifically in the

Shortlands’ community.

(If you would like to share any issues

you feel are important for the

community, we would be delighted to

hear from you - please write to the

editor, Church House, 39 Kingswood

Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU.)

As I write to send you my personal wishes for a Happy New Year in the grace

of Christ our Saviour, I am encouraged by the deep friendship I have

experienced on the four occasions we have met during the past year in the

context of our twinning. Your friends here in Douai have asked me to send you

their greetings too. And the Catholic community of Saint Francis of Assisi

join me in sending you our warmest wishes. We are well aware of the

importance of the words of the daily prayer we offer to Christ Jesus at Mass,

asking that his peace may make us more united. With you, we pray ever more

fervently and also with greater confidence. We imagine that you too may

have your difficulties, but we can face these together with mutual respect.

This is a sign of our unity in the grace of Christian baptism. We thank you for

your forthcoming hospitality and the chance for us grow together in the love

of Christ, so the world may believe in the Good News for our time and for

2008.

Michel Rimaux, Priest of the Parish of Saint Francis of Assisi, Douai, France

our link Parish.

St. Mary’s has enjoyed long and strong Scouting links. Our 7th Bromley

Group started in 1911 which is a mere four years after the first ever Scout

Camp on Brownsea Island in 1907.

In 1990 John Westropp formed the Beaver Colony. It was set up to

provide “FUN AND FRIENDS” for boys aged 6 to 8 years old. The boys chose

John’s scouting name: Polar Bear. In recognition of Polar Bear’s long and

exemplary service, he was awarded the Medal of Merit by District

Commissioner, Giles Barnett, at the Toy Service in December. The

congregation not only included many members of the current Beaver Colony,

but also numerous older boys and young men who have been inspired by

Polar Bear’s humour, care and remarkable leadership.

New Year’s Message from Douai

Bishop to visit Shortlands
We look forward to welcoming

the Bishop of Tonbridge
to Shortlands on Sunday, 13 January, at 10.30am

when he will officiate at a
Service of Confirmation.

Award for Polar Bear



J. E. Neal
Builder and Decorator

For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860

Property Maintenance -  interior and
exterior; painting and decorating;

odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 22 years.

Dawoods
The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on

all aspects of

family and relationship

breakdown,

please contact Mrs K Dawood

e-mail: confidential@dawoods-
solicitors.co.uk  Tel: 8249 6047

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

50 Burnhill Rd.,

Beckenham

BR3 3LA

Shortlands Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the

membership base.

“A garden oasis in suburbia“

Long established (1894)

Monthly medals,

Honour Board Competitions,

excellent Social Events

Calendar.

Contact Ken Murray:

8460 2471/8828 or

Peter May:  8460 8828

Family Golf Club

From the
Registers

Holy Baptism

At Rest

Interment of Ashes

We welcome into God’s family:

25 Nov   Isabella Aldous

Emilia Hoad

We extend our sympathy to those

who loved:

29 Nov  Constance Filmer, aged 94

Robin Spon-Smith, aged 65

10 Dec   Kenneth Purslove, aged 89

25 Nov   Daphne Levett

LOCAL

PLUMBER

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Big enough to cope,
small enough to care.

Phone Michael on 0800 183 0063

fully insured - free estimates & advice
bathroom/shower installations,

central heating pumps/radiators etc.

PAUL ARTHURS
- ROOFING SPECIALIST

N e w  r o o f s , f l a t r o o f s , c h i m n e y
s t a c k s , r e p a i r s , a l l  l e a d w o r k ,

v e l u x w i n d o w s ,
U P V C g u t t e r i n g / f a s c i a s .

All work  insured - fast response
P h o n e : 8 2 4 9  5 9 0 3

Remembering

PICTURE FRAMING

020 8464 3149

Oils, Photographs,
Watercolours, Tapestries,

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell, 3 Highfield Drive,
Shortlands

We record our thanks for
donations during the month of

December of £5.00

SPAN THANKS

Owning a dog is very good for you.

Dog owners tend to have lower

cholesterol and blood pressure,

fewer minor physical ailments, and

are less likely to develop serious

medical problems.

So says Dr Deborah Wells, a

senior lecturer at the Canine

Behaviour Centre of Queens’

University, Belfast. "It is possible

that dogs can directly promote our

wellbeing by buffering us from

stress, one of the major risk factors

associated with ill health.”

She surveyed people who

adopt cats and dogs from animal

rescue shelters. They said that

within a month of adopting their pet,

they noticed a decrease in minor

ailments, such as headaches, colds

and dizziness. But only dog owners

maintained the improvements 10

months later - cat owners did not.

"The ownership of a dog can

also lead to increases in physical

a c t i v i t y and f a c i l i t a t e the

development of social contact,

w h i c h m a y e n h a n c e b o t h

physiological and psychological

human health in a more indirect

manner.”

Leprosy, an age old disease closely associated with

biblical times, has not gone away. In 2005, about

500,000 new cases were diagnosed and people in

South America, Asia and Africa are still living with

this debilitating illness, even though a cure, which is

available for free, was found more than 20 years ago.

The Leprosy Mission is renowned for its medical care

and owns 20 hospitals in Asia and funds another 50

in Asia and Africa, and is committed to helping

implement health education preventing disability and

training patients to look after themselves. St. Mary's Church has a long record

of supporting this charity which is our Mission for the month of January.

Further information is available from the display which is featured at the back

of the Church throughout January.

St. Mary’s Pre-school took part in the annual BBC Children in Need appeal in

November. They held a raffle throughout the week and on the Friday the

children each paid £1 so that they could wear pyjamas to Pre-school and

then they decorated cakes which were sold to their parents. All the staff

wore matching pink pyjamas and the parents had to donate enough money

for Pat Chase (the pre-school leader) to wear her pink pyjamas. During the

morning many of the children had their faces painted and games were played.

The annual visit to Merlin Court by

Mowgli Cub pack took place just

before Christmas.

The boys entertain the residents

with carols, magic tricks, jokes and

solo musical performances. The

evening is rounded off with fancy

cakes and teas being served by the

boys, who chat happily away with

their audience.

This year, a little book of poetry

was presented to each resident. The

poems were all written by the Cubs

on the theme of Nature and the

Environment - which has featured in

several Pack nights this term.

Finally, the residents donated a

generous collection which will go to a

charity chosen by Mowgli. A big bag

of sweets was also given to the boys

as a hearty 'Thank you' for a delightful

evening of entertainment!

One of the poems follows:

A walk in the woods keeps you

calm  for the day,

you see everything about nature,

well... in a way.

A bird will scurry over your head,

while the squirrels run away

instead.

A walk in the woods is always

peaceful, it will never spoil your

day.

Tim

St. Mary’s Pre-school raise £300 for Children in Need

Merlin Court visited
by Mowgli Cubs

Get a better life in 2008
- get a dog!

Constance Filmer

Robin Spon-Smith

Connie was born in Deptford, the

third of six children. She was

educated in Bellingham prior to

becoming a shop assistant at the age

of just 14. She married Len in 1937

and they shared 66 years of marriage.

They had three children Annette,

John and Andrew.

H e r i n t e r e s t s i n c l u d e d

embroidery, crocheting, knitting,

reading and reciting poetry. She was a

member of the Womens' Institute and

participated in amateur dramatics

and in latter years made many new

friends at Newman Court Bromley.

A Service of Thanksgiving

conducted by Canon Paul Miller took

place at St. Mary's Shortlands prior to

a c o m m i t t a l a t B e c ke n h a m

Crematorium.

Robin was born in Brenchley in Kent.

He was one of three. He grew up in

Chislehurst and was educated at

Eltham College. He became a solicitor

in Bromley, was later called to the Bar

and practised as a barrister for over 30

years. He also sat as a Recorder for the

Crown Court.

He married Jenny at St. Mary's

Shortlands in 1966. They had two

sons, Jolyon and Phillip. His interests

included beekeeping and visiting law

courts on holiday.

A Service of Thanksgiving

conducted by Canon Paul Miller took

place at Beckenham Crematorium.

Ken was born in Lewisham on

20 August 1918. During the war he

enlisted in the army . After the war

Ken came to work in his father’s café

at Bromley North. Ken married Edna

at St Mary’s, College Road on 10 June

1946. Eventually Ken took over his

father’s business and their daughter

Janet was born in 1947.

On their retirement Edna and Ken

took up golf - they joined the club at

Shirley Park. Ken also enjoyed cycling.

An enjoyment of travel was

something the Pursloves shared as a

family, visiting various parts of the

world including America, Jerusalem,

and Barbados. Sadly in later years, due

to their health, Ken and Edna were

unable to be very active. However the

whole family took up the hobby of

cross stitch. Janet is very much part

of the church community of

St Mary’s, Shortlands.

Ken will be greatly missed by his

wife Edna and daughter Janet. The

funeral was held at St Mary’s

Shortlands, conducted by Canon Paul

Miller and Reverend Alison Newman,

attended by his family, friends and

members of St. Mary’s.

Kenneth Purslove



Many parishioners and local residents joined in the fun at the St. Mary’s Annual Christmas Fayre.
During a very busy afternoon over £2,000 was raised to support the Church and Bromley Welcare.

Charity Concert
in support of the SOS Children’s Village, Bethlehem,

by the children and young people of Shortlands

ALL WELCOME   Enquiries to 020 8290 0955

Sunday, 3 February 2008 at 3.00pm

There will be a series of starting 11 February.

These will be held at various homes in the locality, anyone is welcome to

come.

All the groups will be following the York Course which this year reflects

upon the world's most famous prayer 'The Lord's Prayer'. During the

meetings the groups will discuss 'praying it, meaning it, living it'.

If you would like any further information

please contact Reverend Alison Newman

Tel - 020 8658 7784

Homegroups meeting in Lent

Monday - 2.30pm and 8.00pm

Tuesday - 8.00pm

Wednesday - 10.00am (This group welcome any who would like to

come along with young children)

Wednesday - 8.00pm.

Get ready for Lent - already!

Local Business Support St. Mary's
Seven local businesses supported the St. Mary's Advent Dinner and Dance held

at The Bromley Court Hotel.

Over 100 guests enjoyed a perfect evening of dining and dancing and the

raffle, which raised over £400, was donated to the SOS Children's Village in

Bethlehem in memory of Sally Harwood, a member of St. Mary's Shortlands

who sadly died in October.

Prizes were generously donated by Wellingtons, Aqua Dry Cleaning,

Bottoms Up and Orchids of Bromley all from Westmoreland Road as well as

Bloxhams Florists of Shortlands, The Bromley Court Hotel and Andy Speller.

All the fun at the Christmas Fayre



PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays. Information
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.

OSTEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered
Mr. Andreas Jochim D.O., Msc

50 Scotts Lane, Shortlands

Tel:  020 8650 0509
www.jollybacks.co.uk

Easy Parking!

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE
Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement

Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning

on Tel: 020 8460 6088

Mob: 07970 810572 Fax: 020 8460 6106

Email: djmaguireifa@btinternet.com

Contact David Maguire

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE

98 MARTINS ROAD

SHORTLANDS BR2 0EF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE

Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520

SPAN
Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial Parish Office 8460 5682
Distribution Mr. A. Jones 8460 5437

Mrs. J. Kelsey 8466 1093

ADVERTISING: £10 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN, Church
House, 39Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no
responsibility can be accepted for accuracy. Neither
can the publishers accept responsibility for work
carried out by advertisers.

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS

GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS * FENCING

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

PLEASURE GARDEN LANDSCAPES
N. HOLT

LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
PATIO CLEANING

No job too big or small
BROMLEY - Tel. 020 8402 0093

MOBILE - 07956 172 979

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01689 898895 or 07831 54 59 51
all domestic work undertaken

Chiropodist
Reflexologist

Sally Thorogood
MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS

100 Kenwood Drive

Beckenham  BR3 6RA 020 8650 2738

CHRISTOPHER MEZZETTI
Accounting Systems, Bookkeeping, Payroll and

Taxation Services

Tel: 020 8460 6363 Fax: 020 7117 1653
email: christophermezzetti@btinternet.com

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)

LOCAL NUMBERS
Cllr. E. Noad 8462 3295
Cllr. G. Taylor 8289 7893
Highfield Infants� School 8464 7804
Highfield Junior School 8460 2597
Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 07920 233848

ST. MARY'S ORGANISAT1ONS
Mothers & Toddlers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mothers' Union Mrs. P. White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's Miss. J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Scouts GSL Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Scouts (Fri.) Mr. T. Watson 8650 0184
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. L. Swatton 8650 0397
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. D. Hope 8466 5545
Beavers &

admissions Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Guides (Tues.) Miss G. Dawson 8249 1799
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon.) Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. A. Bailey 8313 3745
Brownies (Thurs.) Mrs. J. Adam 8289 5252
Admissions Mrs. S. Neary 01689 856952
Rainbows Mrs. J. Dalton 8650 0787
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704

or 07960 988552
The TWO "W's" Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
OTHER NUMBERS
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai Link Mr. R. Hogg 8464 3129
Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246

PARISH DIRECTORY
STAFF
Vicar Canon P. Miller 8460 4989
Associate Vicar Rev. A. Newman 8658 7784
Readers Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494

Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Mrs. J. Peters 8650 5986

Reader & Evangelist Mr. M. Newman 8658 7784
Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284

Mrs. J. Jackson 83251972
Mrs. L. Miller 8460 4989
Mrs M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers 8460 5682
Admin. Support Mrs. J. Peters 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

MissA. Parks 8464 1157
Deputies Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696

Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Mr. C. Stokes 8460 0661
Mr. B.Waring 07957186027

PCC Secretary Miss. J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. D. Weekes 8650 2950
Organist & Mr. F. Roddy 01689 877025
Director of Music
Assistant Organist Mrs. C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
EST. 1879

* Personal Service * 24 Hours a day
* Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available * Classic or Modern
* Information Brochure Available Funeral Fleet
For Advice and Assistance Please Contact Mr. Peter Killick

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

020 8777 4502

WORSHIP
Every Sunday

Every Monday

Every Wednesday

17.00 Evening Prayers

10.00 Holy Communion

08.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Family Communion, except the first

Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 4-14.

10.30 All Age Eucharist or Parade Service
18.30 Evening Service

(1st Sunday in the month, term time).

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

AEROBICS -

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE

BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

Every Monday 8-9p.m.

at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.

For more information Tel:  8650 2083 mob. 07957 357014

A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

www.jrkillick.co.uk

Kent Industrial
Electrical, Plumbing & Heating

For a free estimate or advice

Phone Nigel on 020 8290 6662

Professional Hair Stylist
All family members catered for,
within the comfort of your own home.

Call Vicky on 07958 210577

25 years’ experience

HOMEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered

CLAIRE CHAUBERT LCCH RSHom

www.clairechauberthomeopathy.co.uk

Safe, effective treatment for a wide range of ailments at all
stages of life.  Clients treated at a welcoming home practice
in Shortlands.  For a no-obligation chat phone 8466 1115,

or appointments can be booked on 0784 951 1771

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5 years

Tel: 8313 9191

VIVA!
Holistic Massage Therapy &
Sports Remedial Massage

Rebekah Gilbert (Dip ITEC)
Fully qualified and registered holistic massage

therapist - Take time to relax and unwind!
For further information, or for an appointment:

Tel: 07974 001818  info@vivawellbeing.com

www.vivawellbeing.com

OSTEOPATH
Hilary Whitaker Bsc. (Hons) Ost., GOsC Registered

Osteopathic treatment can offer gentle effective relief for
Back and neck pain/stiffness Joint pain

Muscular pains and tension Sports injuries
Sciatica/trapped nerves

The Therapy Centre, 96 Martins Road (off Station Road)
Shortlands BR2 0EF Tel: 020 8460 1213

u u

u u

u

MOBILE HAIRSTYLIST

&  INDIAN HEAD

MASSAGE

in the comfort of your own home,
or mine if you prefer!

Phone Kathy on  8650 2001 or 0771 427 7160

C V Preparation, Interview Technique,

Careers Advice
Are you about to enter the world of work?

Have you been made redundant?
Are you unsure which direction to go in?

Janine Rankin - Qualified HR Consultant

Enhance your job success / career and fulfil your potential

Tel: 020 8402 2406   e-mail: janine.rankin@jmaconsultants.co.uk

u
u

u

… Decorating … Tiling
… Decking … Carpentry

… and more.

DON’T
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk


