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Parish Picnic & Barbecue, Fun & Games
Sunday, 8 June 2008

in the church grounds, following  the 10.30am
Family and Parade Service in the church.
Bring your own picnic - barbecue food and

refreshments available to buy.
There will be a toddler play area, and many fun games for

adults and children.

Come and enjoy the Shortlands community!

Special Church Services
for May

Thursday 1 May

Ascension Day

Sunday 11 May

Pentecost - The Birthday of the Church

Sunday 18 May

8.00pm - Holy Communion with hymns

followed by drinks at the Vicarage and

the lighting of the Ascension Day Rocket

10.30am - All Age Family Eucharist

with the release of Pentecost Balloons

6.30pm - Three Choirs Festival Choral Evensong

The Choirs of St. Mary, Shortlands, St. Peter & St. Paul, Bromley and

St. Mark, Bromley join together for the Annual Three Choirs Festival.

Preacher: The Very Rev’d. John Simpson, O.B.E., M.A., D.D.

Dean Emeritus of Canterbury

By Rev’d Alison Newman

Have you ever tried eating a jam

doughnut without licking your lips?

It’s actually harder than it sounds - if

you don’t believe me try it! It’s a great

party game.

On 11 May there will be a party

atmosphere in church. Why? It’s the

birthday of the Church, and by that I

mean  the  whole  Christian  Church.

That day we celebrate the Christian

festival of Pentecost. We shall be

remembering how at Pentecost the

Holy Spirit came upon the disciples

Party on a Sunday!

with great power. We have the images

of wind and fire, which in the bible are

symbols of God’s presence. Jesus had

promised his disciples that when he

left this earth he would send them the

Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit would be

the sign that Jesus was still around,

that he was still with the disciples.

The Norwegian explorer Roald

Amundsen was the first person to

discover the magnetic meridian of the

north Pole and to discover the south

pole. On one of his trips he took a

homing pigeon with him. When he

had finally reached the top of the

world he opened the bird’s cage and

set it free. When Amundsen’s wife

saw the bird circling in the sky

overhead she knew her husband was

alive.

When the Spirit came it was a

permanent reminder that Jesus was

still alive.

Many people are quite frightened

by the Holy Spirit. Maybe it’s not

helped by the fact the Holy Spirit is

sometimes referred to as the Holy

Ghost, which as a child for me

conjured up a figure with a white

sheet. We might be afraid of the Holy

Spirit because we don’t exactly

understand who the Holy Spirit is.

Sometimes the Holy Spirit is

translated as ‘Paraclete’ which means

Comforter. Many children have

comforters or security blankets, my

own children used to carry around

muslin squares! They provided a

comfort when they felt afraid or

alone. The problem comes when you

lose the favourite toy or blanket!

Even as adults we have our favourite

objects, a comfy pair of slippers,

things which are a symbol of security

for us.

So the Holy Spirit is our

Comforter. The Holy Spirit helps us

by supporting us, encouraging us,

reassuring us; no matter what we are

going through we are not alone. Now

that doesn’t mean life will be plain

sailing with no problems but it does

mean we don’t face our problems

alone.

The Holy Spirit also gave the

disciples the courage to go out and

share their faith. We read how 3,000

people were added to the number of

disciples on the day of Pentecost,

and so the Church began.

That’s why on 11 May at

10.30am we invite you to come

along and party with us. There will

be an All Age Service, balloons and of

course a birthday cake! Come and

join in the fun.

On Sunday, 13 April, Ed Miller ran the London Marathon in 4 hours

14 minutes, a personal best.

Ed raised over £2,000 for his chosen charities - Muscular Dystrophy Campaign

and St. Mary’s, Shortlands.

Well done Ed!



J. E. Neal
Builder and Decorator

Property Maintenance -  interior &
exterior; painting & decorating; plumbing

& tiling; odd jobs; no job too small.

Established in Bromley for 23years.

For a competitive quote,
call 8777 2860 or

Mobile 07719 620696

Shortlands Golf Club

currently seeking men, ladies
and juniors to expand the

membership base.

“A garden oasis in suburbia“

Long established (1894)

Monthly medals,

Honour Board Competitions,

excellent Social Events

Calendar.

Contact Ken Murray:

8460 2471/8828 or

Peter May:  8460 8828

Family Golf Club

LOCAL

PLUMBER

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Big enough to cope, small enough to care.
Phone Michael on 0800 183 0063

fully insured - free estimates & advice
bathroom/shower installations,

central heating pumps/radiators etc.

PAUL ARTHURS
- ROOFING SPECIALIST

N e w  r o o f s , f l a t r o o f s , c h i m n e y
s t a c k s , r e p a i r s , a l l  l e a d w o r k ,

v e l u x w i n d o w s ,
U P V C g u t t e r i n g / f a s c i a s .

All work  insured - fast response
P h o n e : 8 2 4 9  5 9 0 3

We record our thanks for
donations during the month of

March of £11.51

SPAN THANKS

FRIENDS OF ST

MARY'S,

SHORTLANDS

SUMMER SOLSTICE

SOIREE

Saturday, 21 June,

from 6.30 to 9 pm

4 Play Sax will play at

intervals during the

evening

Dress:  smart casual

Tickets: £2 available

from the Church Office

- numbers limited

The Friends invite you to

a

in the Church Grounds

on

Bring your own picnic.

In Church Hall if wet

7 DAYS IN MAY

Welcome to Christian Aid Week

2008: 11 - 17 May

So please give what you can.

This is where you and thousands of

people across Britain pledge to make

a difference. With your generosity

we hope to raise millions for the

world's poor and oppressed.

But money alone, crucial though

it is, is not going to defeat injustice

and poverty. For that we need to

create a movement of change so the

voices of the powerless are no longer

ignored by the powerful.

That's why we want more than

your money: we want your time,

energy and passion so you and

people around you have a stake in

fighting for a fairer world now.

So pledge to do something for

Christian Aid Week. It doesn't

matter how big or small the pledge

is. Whatever you do, do something.

It all adds up!

For more information please contact

Tricia Braithwaite 8460 4152 or

Sarah Craggs 8464 4379.

Mission of the Month for June

The Mothers’ Union
Literacy and Development

Programme

The Mothers’ Union is a worldwide

Christian organisation of some 3.6

million people in 77 countries. It is

open to men and women, single and

married, and aims to provide

Ch r i s t i an ca re fo r f am i l i e s

internationally. There are 32

members of the St Mary’s branch.

The Mothers’ Union Literacy and

Development Programme is one of

the organisation’s initiatives, and is

to be St. Mary’s Mission of the Month

in June. This programme was started

in 2000 and runs in 3 African

countries: Burundi, Malawi and

Sudan.

Volunteers are trained to run

groups in their own area wherever

there is a need: in remote villages,

inner city slums, and displacement

camps. They are for all faiths and

denominations, and are not closed to

men, though they are aimed primarily

at women.

Through participatory learning,

group members become literate and

numerate while discussing key

issues, such as health and hygiene,

and income generation. Those who

have been on the programme testify

to how it has changed their lives

forever. By learning to read, write and

count, they gain confidence and

acquire new skills. It is not just the

individuals that benefit: they can lift

their families out of poverty and

ensure their health too. In turn, the

community in which the family live

will also be helped.

The Mothers’ Union funds 25%

of the programme, which amounts to

about £60,000 annually, the

remainder being provided by Comic

Relief. It is estimated that it only

costs £25 to make a course

participant numerate and literate

using the programme. A small sum

when one considers the impact this

can have on each learner’s life, as well

as that of their family and their whole

community.

Many have been helped so far,

but there are still many more who

could benefit from the programme.

The money raised at St Mary’s in June

will certainly be put to good use.

Former Canterbury Dean
comes to Shortlands
The Very Rev'd. John Simpson, O.B.E., M.A., D.D. is the guest preacher on

Sunday, 18 May at 6.30pm on the occasion of the Annual Three Choirs Festival

at St. Mary's Shortlands. Dean Simpson was Dean at Canterbury Cathedral

from 1986 to 2000. Prior to this appointment he was Archdeacon of

Canterbury from 1981 to 1986. Dean Simpson was for 10 years a Tutor in

Liturgy at Oak Hill Theological College where he tutored Canon Paul Miller.

Commenting on this Festival, Canon Paul Miller enthused, ‘We are very

much looking forward to the Festival. It combines high quality choral singing

with the visit of a high profile preacher. It is also a wonderful opportunity for

three neighbouring churches to get together. Dean Simpson was largely

responsible for initiating and seeing through to completion the Canterbury

Cathedral International Study Centre and Lodges, which have become mostly

used by an international clientele. We are fortunate to have him coming to

Shortlands.’

Music to be sung at the Festival includes: Responses - Sanders, Canticles -

Dyson in D, and the Anthem ‘Evening Hymn’ by Balfour Gardiner.



by Canon Paul Miller

Philip Larkin is a highly renowned poet who was cherished largely because of

his gift for winning the respect of two kinds of reader - those scrupulously

concerned with literary standard, and those other non-specialist listeners-in

to what is generally available.

One of my favourite poems of his is called 'Church Going'. Larkin wasn't a

churchgoer or particularly religious but he had a fascination for the building

and of the mystery within it. His poem finds him first entering the church,

‘once he's sure there's nothing going on inside...’ and how he encountered

the ‘musty, unignorable silence’. He called it ‘Brewed God’.

He circumnavigates the inside... wondering and asking himself

questions... ‘when churches fall completely out of use what shall we turn

them into...’ He talks about some as being ‘Christmas addicts’ and for some

seeing this special shell as a place for marriage, birth and death.

But having reflected on all these issues, he comes to an astonishing

conclusion -

‘A serious house on serious earth it is,

In whose blent air all our compulsions meet,

Are recognised, and robed as destinies.

And that much never can be obsolete,

Since someone will forever be surprising

A hunger in himself to be more serious,

And gravitating with it to this ground,

Which, he once heard, was proper to grow wise in,

If only that so many dead lie round.’

There is a real hunger in many to engage with the serious.

‘Brewed God’

St. Mary's Parish Office staff has a new addition to the team. The post of

Assistant Parish Administrator is now to be shared. Jane Peters, the existing

post-holder, is to be ordained in September to become Honorary Curate of

Shortlands. Jane has worked in this position since it was created 6 years ago.

Jane will now just work in the school holidays, and Janet Fiddeman has been

appointed to the position in term time.

Janet has a background of administration in Barclays Bank. She begins her

new appointment on 2 June.

Pictured are the new team from left, Jane Peters, Richard Vickers (Parish

Administrator) and Janet Fiddeman.

Violin Concert

in aid of Demelza House

Miho Hakamata and

Caroline Atkinson

by

on

Sunday, 1 June at 2.30pm

at St. Paul’s Church

Brackley Road, Beckenham

Tickets £5 - phone 8650 8749

New addition to Office Team

The Church of England is launching an

easy-to-use interactive online

resource for working out a household

spending budget, with helpful prayers

for guidance, emphasising that the

Bible teaches us to be content with

what we have, rather than find

satisfaction from over-spending.

With average household debt in

the UK at £8,985 (excluding

mortgages), the move is an addition

to the Church of England's national

Matter of Life and Debt campaign.

Launched in January 2008, the

campaign offers common sense

advice and resources so that

householders can make sense of the

amount of debt they are in, and then

seek assistance from a registered debt

adviser if necessary.

The Bishop of Ripon and Leeds,

Rt Revd John Packer, Chairman of the

Church of England's Stewardship

Committee, says: "Christianity

affirms that we need to take care over

our spending. We need to avoid the

dangers of debt. We also need to

ensure that people do not take

advantage of those in debt. This

initiative runs alongside our concern

about the exploitation of people in

debt in our society."

So that householders can work

out their own household budget, the

Matter of Life and Debt web pages at

www.cofe.anglican.org/debt now

feature an easy-to-use, interactive,

Balance your household budget -
it’s a matter of life and debt

downloadable Excel spreadsheet -

which totals up income and spending,

and allows householders to make

adjustments until they are balancing

their budget.

The resource also displays

simple-to-follow money-saving tips

when users fill in boxes. There are

links to specially written prayers for

guidance for those working out a

h o u s e h o l d b u d g e t , a t

www.cofe.anglican.org/prayers.

One prayer requests: "Lord God,

your will is to bring hope and a future

to all your people. Trusting in your

steadfast love, we ask your guidance

as we work out a household budget.

Help us to learn to let no debt remain

outstanding, except the debt to love

one another, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen."

Dr John Preston, the Church of

England's Resources and Stewardship

Officer, and co-author of the Matter

of Life and Debt resources, said: "It is

right for the Church of England to

speak out on the issue of consumer

debt, as money, wealth and

possessions are mentioned in the

Bible more than 2,400 times."

The downloadable Excel file and

other useful resources and informa-

tion can be found on the Matter of Life

and Debt pages of the Church of

E n g l a n d w e b s i t e a t

www.cofe.anglican.org/debt.

Do you know the story in the

Gospels where four friends take a

paralysed man upstairs to the roof

and lower him down into the

house? We are told that Jesus acted

to heal this man ‘when he saw

faith.’

If you have a particular need or

concern, have you ever thought

about asking someone else to pray

about it? Others can have faith and

pray for the things that are too vast

for you alone.

A team of members of St

Mary’s will shortly begin visiting

some of the roads in the parish. If

you receive a letter through your

door, we will be calling on you. We

call it prayer visiting, as we will be

asking people if they have requests

for prayer that we can take away

with us. Confidentiality is an

important matter which we will

respect.

As Christians, we believe that

a problem shared can be a problem

partly solved; far more than that,

we believe that God hears and

answers our prayers, sometimes in

unexpected ways!

their

Open up

the roof!

Oberammergau 2010
The Parish Holiday to Austria and the Passion Play at

Oberammergau, led by Canon Paul Miller, is now fully

booked. There is, however, now a waiting list for those still

interested but who have not yet booked.

St Mary's Shortlands
Holiday Club 2008

Champions’ Challenge

will run from
Monday 18 August to

Friday 22 August
10.00am - 3.00pm

for all primary school children

Booking starts 1 March,
closing date 13 July 2008

Contact Rev’d Alison Newman
on 8658 7784



PARISH OFFICE Tel/Fax 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.plus.com
Open 9.00 am - 12.30 weekdays. Information
regarding Baptisms and Weddings can be
obtained during these hours.

OSTEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered
Mr. Andreas Jochim D.O., Msc

50 Scotts Lane, Shortlands

Tel:  020 8650 0509
www.jollybacks.co.uk

Easy Parking!

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE
Savings & investments, Pre- and Post-Retirement

Planning including Pensions & Annuities,
Protection, Long Term Care and Tax Planning

on Tel: 020 8460 6088

Mob: 07970 810572 Fax: 020 8460 6106

Email: djmaguireifa@btinternet.com

Contact David Maguire

THE SHORTLANDS
DENTAL PRACTICE

98 MARTINS ROAD

SHORTLANDS BR2 0EF

PRIVATE * QUALITY CARE * NHS
DENPLAN AVAILABLE

Tel/Fax 020 8464 7520

SPAN
Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial Parish Office 8460 5682
Distribution Mr. A. Jones 8460 5437

Mrs. J. Kelsey 8466 1093

ADVERTISING: £15 per column inch per issue.
For details please call 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN, Church
House, 39Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0PU

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily
those supported by the publishers, and no
responsibility can be accepted for accuracy. Neither
can the publishers accept responsibility for work
carried out by advertisers.

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS

GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS * FENCING

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

PLEASURE GARDEN LANDSCAPES
N. HOLT

LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
PATIO CLEANING

No job too big or small
BROMLEY - Tel. 020 8402 0093

MOBILE - 07956 172 979

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01689 898895 or 07831 54 59 51
all domestic work undertaken

Chiropodist
Reflexologist

Sally Thorogood
MSSh MBChA MRXS MCRS

100 Kenwood Drive

Beckenham  BR3 6RA 020 8650 2738

CHRISTOPHER MEZZETTI
Accounting Systems, Bookkeeping, Payroll and

Taxation Services

Tel: 020 8460 6363 Fax: 020 7117 1653
email: christophermezzetti@btinternet.com

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL COUNCILLORS (L.B.B.)

LOCAL NUMBERS
Cllr. E. Noad 8462 3295
Cllr. G. Taylor 8289 7893
Highfield Infants� School 8464 7804
Highfield Junior School 8460 2597
Residents' Association 8460 4060

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood 07920 233848

ST. MARY'S ORGANISAT1ONS
Mothers & Toddlers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mothers' Union Mrs. P. White 8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's Miss. J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Scouts GSL Mr. C. Wood 8658 1825
Scouts (Fri.) Mr. T. Watson 8650 0184
Cubs (Mon.) Mrs. L. Swatton 8650 0397
Cubs (Tues.) Mr. D. Hope 8466 5545
Beavers &

admissions Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178
Guides (Tues.) Miss G. Dawson 8249 1799
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon.) Ms. N. Blake 8460 7951
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. A. Bailey 8313 3745
Brownies (Thurs.) Mrs. J. Adam 8289 5252
Admissions Mrs. S. Neary 01689 856952
Rainbows Mrs. J. Dalton 8650 0787
Pre-School Mrs. P. Chase 8290 6704

or 07960 988552
The TWO "W's" Mrs. A. Heayberd 8460 9537
OTHER NUMBERS
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr 8460 3871
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai Link Mr. R. Hogg 8464 3129
Fair Trade Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246

PARISH DIRECTORY
STAFF
Vicar Canon P. Miller 8460 4989
Associate Vicar Rev. A. Newman 8658 7784
Readers Mrs. A. Gimson 8460 6494

Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259
Mrs. J. Peters 8650 5986

Reader & Evangelist Mr. M. Newman 8658 7784
Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284

Mrs. J. Jackson 83251972
Mrs. L. Miller 8460 4989
Mrs M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator Mr. R. Vickers 8460 5682
Admin. Support Mrs. J. Peters 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

MissA. Parks 8464 1157
Deputies Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696

Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Mr. C. Stokes 8460 0661
Mr. B.Waring 07957186027

PCC Secretary Miss. J. Rambridge 8650 0947
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. D. Weekes 8650 2950
Organist & Mr. F. Roddy 01689 877025
Director of Music
Assistant Organist Mrs. C. Tillotson 8460 7368
Electoral Roll Mr. N. Stoffel 8460 0063
Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp 8650 5178

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
EST. 1879

* Personal Service * 24 Hours a day
* Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available * Classic or Modern
* Information Brochure Available Funeral Fleet
For Advice and Assistance Please Contact Mr. Peter Killick

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

020 8777 4502

WORSHIP
Every Sunday

Every Monday

Every Wednesday

17.00 Evening Prayers

10.00 Holy Communion

08.00 Holy Communion
10.30 Family Communion, except the first

Sunday in the month in term time.
During term time there are separate
groups in the Church Hall for children
aged 4-14.

10.30 All Age Eucharist or Parade Service
18.30 Evening Service

(1st Sunday in the month, term time).

Further information about all services
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

AEROBICS -

LADIES - COME AND JOIN JACKIE

BUMS, TUMS & THIGHS

Every Monday 8-9p.m.

at St. Mary’s Church Hall, St. Mary’s Avenue, Shortlands.

For more information Tel:  8650 2083 mob. 07967 214279

A class all ages can enjoy, beginners welcome.

www.jrkillick.co.uk

Painting & Decorating
by time-served tradesman - City & Guilds/College Instructor

34 years experience - portfolio & references
Phone 020 8290 6662

or Mobile 07873 397158

Professional Hair Stylist
All family members catered for,
within the comfort of your own home.

Call Vicky on 07958 210577

25 years’ experience

HOMEOPATH

Fully qualified and registered

CLAIRE CHAUBERT LCCH RSHom

www.clairechauberthomeopathy.co.uk

Safe, effective treatment for a wide range of ailments at all
stages of life.  Clients treated at a welcoming home practice
in Shortlands.  For a no-obligation chat phone 8466 1115,

or appointments can be booked on 0784 951 1771

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5 years

Tel: 8313 9191

C V Preparation, Interview Technique,

Careers Advice
Are you about to enter the world of work?

Have you been made redundant?
Are you unsure which direction to go in?

Janine Rankin - Qualified HR Consultant

Enhance your job success / career and fulfil your potential

Tel: 020 8402 2406   e-mail: janine.rankin@jmaconsultants.co.uk

u
u

u

… Decorating … Tiling
… Decking … Carpentry

… and more.

DON’T
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

Dawoods
The Family Law Solicitors

For advice on

all aspects of

family and relationship

breakdown,

please contact Mrs K Dawood

e-mail: confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Tel: 8249 6047

www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

50 Burnhill Rd.,

Beckenham

BR3 3LA

PICTURE FRAMING

020 8464 3149

Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries,

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell, 3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands


