
Special Events and Services
Sunday 20 January 

4.00pm     Choral Evensong
Responses: Ayleward
Canticles: Noble in B minor
Anthem: There shall a star - Mendelssohn
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Packing away the 
Christmas Lights

Stay in touch!
The Parish Office email is office@stmaryshortlands.church

To keep up with news from St. Mary's in between editions of 
SPAN, you can like our page on Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter – search for ‘St Mary's 
Shortlands'. 

Don’t forget our website 
www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk    

Twelfth Night, on 5th January, is when we should stop celebrating Christmas and take down the decorations and 

lights. 

The following day is Epiphany, when we remember the arrival of the wise men to worship Jesus.  Each Christmas, 

in our living room, the three kings are moved slowly along the window ledge towards the crib beside the Christmas 

tree.  Predictably, they always arrive just after the Christmas decorations, lights and tree are taken down; just in time 

to be packed up with the nativity set and put away with the lights and decorations in the loft for the next eleven 

months.  

Outside in the January cold, without the Christmas lights which have decorated houses and the streets for the 

last month or more, it feels very dark and wintry. It seems a long time until the clocks go forward, the evenings get 

lighter and we begin to anticipate Spring. 

Over the centuries, the brief biblical reference to the wise men has been added to; wise men have become three 

kings with names, identities and specific gifts. This easily hides the deeper truth of the original story.  Epiphany is 

about the non-Jewish world discovering Jesus and worshipping him.  The God previously only known by the Jewish 

people, is revealed through Jesus to the wider world.  Without the Christmas lights we are reminded what a cold 

and dark place the world can be, but we still celebrate Jesus revealed as the light of the world.

During our worship in January we look at some of the promises that God made to the Jewish people; promises of 

a world that would focus on justice, peace 

and righteousness.  We see Jesus   

beginning to fulfil these promises for the 

whole world; Jesus as the light of the 

world.  There is still darkness, but Jesus is 

the light that can guide us through the 

darkness; a light we can share with others 

who are lost or seeking the way.  Jesus is a 

light that can't be overcome by the 

darkness; a light that God wants to share 

with everybody.

Stuart Buchanan

THANK YOU: Susie Shelton and Julie Fox from the 

Pre School committee and former members of the 

Pre School came together to thank Pat Chase on her 

retirement.  See more on page 2.



From the
Registers

Remembering

At Rest
We extend our sympathy to those 

who loved: 

Ann Gimson              28 November

Ann Gimson

Ann was born Elizabeth Ann Morris on 12th June 1926 in Birmingham.  As 

a child she was given her choice of name, and chose Ann. 

At the time of her birth, Ann's father was a Church of England Priest.  

He was a dedicated pacifist and had become Chairman of the Peace 

Pledge Union, following his friend and colleague Canon Dick Shepherd.  

Ann remembered members of the Union such as Bertrand Russell, Vera 

Brittain and Sybil Thorndike coming for meetings.

Having initially wanted to study Medicine, she went to Kings College 

Hospital to study Dental Surgery, having been advised that the first year 

of this course was similar to that of Medicine and it might be possible to 

swap courses. However, she fell in love with dentistry, and gained her 

degree, the Wallis Prize for preventative dentistry and her Licentiate in 

Dental Surgery in 1949. 

Ann first taught at the Dental School at Kings, and then joined the 

Metropolitan Police as a Dental Surgeon in 1951.  

Ann and Arthur Gimson (better known as 'Gimmie', a lecturer in the 

Prosthetics Department at Kings) were married in 1953.  They lived in the 

Wimbledon area before moving to St Mary's Avenue in 1959

For a short time Ann worked in her father-in-law's dental practice, 

keeping it going following his death until it could be sold.  Jillian was born 

in 1957 and Carolyn in 1960.  Ann went back to teaching part time at 

Kings in 1966 including a year running the Hygienist course until a 

permanent teacher was recruited.  She retired from dentistry in 1979 

when Gimmie became unwell.

On Gimmie's death in 2004, Ann stayed in St Mary's Avenue until 

2009 when she moved to sheltered accommodation in Blenheim Court: 

she spent nine years in its friendly, caring and kind community.  When her 

health deteriorated, something she found difficult as she valued her 

independence, Ann moved to be closer to her daughters.

Ann loved reading, crosswords, music and poetry and the theatre 

before her mobility and hearing made these visits more difficult.  In her 

younger days, she was an enthusiastic ballroom dancer.  She loved to 

travel: she visited her brother in Florida several times and attended the 

Oberammergau Passion Play.  Her one regret was that she was never able 

to visit the Holy Land.

Ann became a regular member of St Mary's in 1962, joining first the 

Young Wives, becoming its leader for four years as well as being a 

member of the Mothers Union.  She became the first ever woman 

churchwarden at St Mary's, before being encouraged to train as a Reader, 

and was licensed in June 1979.  Whether it was leading prayers, preaching 

or taking funerals, she always strove to make things relevant, personal 

and accessible to all. 

She was always there to lend an ear or provide advice, available for 

anyone in need. She took great joy in serving at St Mary's until she finally 

retired as a Reader Emeritus after 35 years, although she continued to 

help out with services at Durham House and would organise the 

Christmas Carols at Blenheim Court. 

Her faith meant a great deal to her and upheld her through bad times 

and good as did her fellowship with so many loving and faithful friends.

Many people have reason to be grateful for the love Ann showed, for 

her stoicism in the face of ill health, for her patience, encouragement, 

service and inspiration.  She used all her senses in the service of her 

beloved Lord and of us at Shortlands.

St Mary's sing-along
What a belter!  That was the general reaction to the November sing-

along for the residents of Durham House.  The singing was led by a 

motley crew consisting of the team who regularly support services at 

Durham House, including one of the voluntary pianists, plus choir and 

music group members to swell the sound.

The residents enthusiastically joined in with well-known songs from 

stage, screen and the crooners of yesteryear.  Some additional rousing 

old drinking songs seemed particularly popular!  The afternoon was 

rounded off with copious amounts of tea, cake and conversation.  It was 

a wonderful opportunity to share time with people in the wider 

community of our parish.

End of an era
Last month saw Pat Chase retire from St Mary's Pre-school, where she 

has worked since 1994.  She took over as Leader in 2004, and has 

taken Pre-school from strength to strength, ably embracing the many 

changes that have taken place in Early Years education.  

Known by many families in Shortlands through her work with 

Beavers as well as Pre-school, she has cared for, encouraged and 

inspired successive generations of children.  Working closely with 

local schools, she and her excellent team have helped prepare 

countless children for their transition to primary school over the 

years.

Among her many talents, Pat has shown the children how to grow 

sunflowers and potatoes and written delightful rhymes and songs for 

the children.  Many parents and members of the congregation have 

enjoyed seeing the children performing at special services such as 

Harvest and Mothering Sunday, or at the Pre-school end of year 

services. 

Pat – how can we thank you enough?  For all your hard work, 

loving care of the children, all the outings, capable leadership, and 

yes, for wading through all that paperwork.  You leave a wonderful 

legacy for our new leader Christine Hall.
Susie Shelton

Juniors on song!
St Mary's Junior Choir are a real asset to the choir.  Where possible 

they sing at all Sunday services, including Choral Evensong once a 

month, and at all Christmas and Easter services.  In addition they get 

the chance to sing at some of our great Cathedrals such as Rochester, 

Southwark, St Edmundsbury and Exeter.

The Juniors start at the age of 6 to 7 and go up to age 18.  They 

rehearse from 7-8pm on a Thursday and are joined by the adult choir 

at 7.30pm.  They learn to read music, following the Royal School of 

Church Music training scheme ('Voice for Life').  Once a year they get 

an opportunity to win the Paul Baker Friends' award.

The Junior Choir receive a small payment each term for their 

commitment to the Choir and are a really fun bunch of children to be 

around.

If you would like to be part of our Junior Choir please contact the 

Director of Music, Claire Tillotson: claire.tillotson@ntlworld.com

UPDATE: 

We have deferred our search 

for a new vicar until the New 

Year. Sometimes it takes a 

while to find the right person 

but we will let you know when 

w e  h a v e  m a d e  a n         

appointment.

mailto:claire.tillotson@ntlworld.com


20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent Br2 0ET

Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198

Mob: 07721 454 716

Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com

J.I.B. Approved Electrician

NAPIT Part P                      30 years experience

DOG CARE
24/7

IN A SECURE FAMILY HOME 
WITH GARDEN

Located near to Bromley 

Shopping Centre

Tel: LILY 07380 527736

Mission of the month  

Offering

* Outstanding Care
* Choice
* Dignity
* Creating Independance             

Providing 

fully trained and experienced 

care workers

C o n t a c t u s o n
02087773840
email:  

or visit our office at
128 High Street, West Wickham, Kent BR4 0LZ

bromley@careoutlook.co.uk

The Leprosy Mission

There are presently over three million people suffering from leprosy-

related disabilities.  A new case is diagnosed every two minutes and 

more than 200,000 new cases were diagnosed globally in 2016 - more 

than 60 per cent of which were in India.

Sadly, despite continuing laboratory research, there is still no 

specific vaccine against leprosy.  However, a cure in the form of multi 

drug therapy (MDT), which has been freely available since 1982, will, 

within a week of commencement of treatment, prevent patients from 

spreading the disease.  Treatment with MDT in the early stages of 

leprosy will avert disabilities including possible blindness and 

paralysis, but early diagnosis and treatment is essential and many 

sufferers are slow to seek treatment.

The consequences of the disease can be devastating for those who 

go undiagnosed and untreated.  Fear and stigma associated with the 

disease can lead to social exclusion which can be more damaging than 

the physical symptoms.

Discrimination against people affected by leprosy continues and 

only recently in 2018 a Bill was passed in India amending the law by 

striking out leprosy as a ground for divorce.

The Leprosy Mission, founded in 1874, is a leading international 

Christian organisation transforming and empowering the lives of 

people affected by leprosy.  It is a charity that has been supported by 

St Mary's for many years.  Further information is available from the 

display at the back of the church throughout January and you can find 

out more at  www.leprosymission.org.uk

Desert Island Discs

A new series based on the Radio 4 

programme featuring people who 

live or work in the parish with the 

eight tracks of music they would 

choose to have with them if 

marooned on a desert island, and 

why.

This month John Westropp 

chooses his music:

1. Johnny B Goode (Chuck Berry) 

- the ultimate rock'n'roll 

record by the ultimate 

rock'n'roll star.

2. Smoke on the Water (Deep 

Purple) - possibly the greatest 

guitar riff of all time

3. Zadok the Priest (George Frederic Handel) - because I'm an ardent 

royalist 

4. Hoochie Coochie Man (Muddy Waters) - The Blues - as important as 

the Psalms to me

5. Comfortably Numb (Pink Floyd) - close your eyes and lose yourself in 

the music

6. Caroline (Status Quo) - if I had my life over again, I would be in Status 

Quo

7. Capriccio Italien (Tchaikovsky) - I have loved this for years. I always 

wanted to put a film to the music

8. Won't get fooled again (The Who) – the greatest band of the sixties. 

And I've seen all the above musicians live - except Handel and 

Tchaikovsky!

CHRISTMAS CHEER: nearly 400 people enjoyed St Mary's 

Christmas Fair, raising over £3,000 which will go towards the cost of 

repairing the Church and Hall heating system.

Have your say!
Have you got a story to tell?  Some news or insights to share?  What 

would you like to read about in SPAN?  

We are pleased to feature stories of general interest to the 

community of Shortlands.

We can't promise to publish, but if you have an idea for an article 

in SPAN please contact the Parish Office.

http://bromley@careoutlook.co.uk
http://www.leprosymission.org.uk


ST. MARY'S ORGANISATIONS 
Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles     8650 4553
Mothers' Union Fellowship Group

Mrs. P. White         8460 9357
Friends of St. Mary's

Miss J. Rambridge 8650 0947

 
Scouts (Fri) Mr. R. Howe          8462 7132
Cubs (Mon)              Mrs. P. Braithwaite8460 4152
Cubs (Tues) Mr. J. Griffiths  07954 437658

Guides (Tues.)        Ms. M. Bowman 07885604457 
Guides (Fri.) Mrs. G. Dawson    8460 5884 
Brownies (Mon.) Miss. K. Higgs       8462 3285
Brownies (Wed.) Mrs. R. Katheswaran

            8249 0984
Brownies (Thurs.) Mrs. S. Tight   8460 8122
Rainbows 
Pre-School Mrs. C. Hall 8290 6704

 or 07960 988552 
The 2WW's Mrs. A. Swatton 8650 1114
Church Flowers Mrs. M. Parr   8249 7127
Mission Chairman Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299 
Douai Link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C Willatt 8313 0246

Beavers Ms E. Hay         07932758801

Ms. H. Last 8460 1705 

PARISH OFFICE Tel: 8460 5682
e-mail: office@stmaryshortlands.church
Open 9.30am - 12.30pm weekdays.  
Information regarding Baptisms and 
Weddings can be obtained during these 

ROOFING
 ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
 GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS 

SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN      020 8402 0156

HOLT MAINTENANCE
Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening, 

Window Cleaning,  
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning.

Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel.  07956 172979

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS

01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic 
work undertaken

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

The Parish Church
of St. Mary,
Shortlands

Link Parish

St. Francis of 
Assisi, Douai, France

LOCAL CONTACTS 
Cllr. M. Cooke 020 3665 0357

(Email:Mary.Cooke@bromley.gov.uk)
Cllr A. Cuthbert

(Email:aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk)
Residents' Association 8460 4060
Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood  8721 2614

PARISH DIRECTORY 

Vicar                    

. Aldred 8460 3978

Mrs C. Bingham 8460 0324

Readers Mr. P. Stotesbury 8650 3259

Mr. S. Buchanan 8777 8008

Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284

Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178

Parish Administrator   Ms. N. Blake      8460 5682

Assistant Mrs. E. Parker 8460 5682

Churchwardens Mr. A. Williams

Mrs S. Leonard 07725313432

Deputies

978

Stewardship Mr. J. Westropp  8650 5178

                                    8460 5682            

office@stmaryshortlands.church

Licenced Lay Ministers

Mrs S

Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

Mr. S. Clark 8464 0696

Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682

Prof. M. Fox 8650 3252

Dr. D. Jefferys  8460 6030

PCC Secretary Mrs S. Maurel 01689 331793

Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884

Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0613

Organist and Director of Music

Canon  C. Tillotson 8460 7368

Assistant Organist      Mr Daniel Beach 8289 6510

Safeguarding Officer Mrs Kay Coleman 07879337567

Electoral Roll Mrs S. Maurel 01689 331793

Junior Church Mrs. S. Aldred 8460 3

07914343495

J. & R. KILLICK Ltd.
FUNERAL  DIRECTORS   Est 1879 

* FAMILY RUN * 24 hours a day

* Personal service * Modern or 

* Pre-paid funeral plans advice given                   Classsic funeral fleet

For advice, assistance and our INFORMATION folder 

please phone PETER or MICHAEL KILLICK   

020 8777 4502        

112 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0ND

Website  www.jrkillick.co.uk

Vicky - Mobile Hairdresser 
over 25 years experience   07958 210577

Sunnyfields Day Nursery
19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands

7.30am - 6.30pm daily
children 3 months to 5  years

Tel: 8313 9191

… Decorating … Tiling  … 
Decking … Carpentry … 

and more.

DON’T 
D.I.Y.
let us …

Contact Luke, telephone : 07946 545049
 or e-mail at lukeb12345@yahoo.co.uk

PICTURE FRAMING
Oils, Photographs, Watercolours, Tapestries, 

Prints, Embroideries

Jo Powell 
3 Highfield Drive, Shortlands

020 8464 3149

    Langley School of Dancing

  Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz, 
Boys Street Jazz & Zumba

   from age 2½ to adult   -   at St. Mary’s Hall

    Tel: 07540 400615 for a free trial class

 

Drama for 5-8 yrs, 8-11 yrs,
12-18 yrs01689 812 336

bromley@helenogrady.co.uk

Creativity, Confidence

Communication

SPAN INFORMATION
Website           www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial           Parish Office                8460 5682 
Distribution     Mr. M. Harrison           8464 0284
Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those supported by the 
publishers, and no responsibility can be 
accepted for accuracy. The publishers 
cannot accept responsibility for work 
carried out by advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £19.50 per column inch per issue. 
For details  call 8460 5682 during office hours. 
Copy by the 5th of each month to SPAN,Church 
House, 39 Kingswood Road, Shortlands, BR2 0HG  

Extensions, Conversions, 

Refurbishment and Electrical.

Excellent references available

No job too large

E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk

Local, friendly and professional building 
company for your larger projects.

WORSHIP 
Every Sunday

08.00 Holy Communion 

10.30 Family Communion, except when 

notified. During term time there are 

separate groups in the Church Hall 

for children aged 0-18.

18.30 Choral Evensong

(3rd Sunday in the month)

Every Monday

17.30 Evening Prayers
Every Wednesday

10.00 Holy Communion
Further information about all services 
can be obtained from the Parish Office.

In their capacity as Funeral 

Directors the Killick family have 

provided the local community with 

personal and efficient service for over 

135 years

Private Chapel of Rest

24 hour service

Classic or modern cortege

Advice given on pre-arranged funeral 

plans

Please ask for an information folder 

and estimate.

Telephone Peter or Michael Killick 

on 020 8777-4502

Website   www.jrkillick.co.uk (full 

fee list shown)

112 High Street, West Wickham, 

Kent, BR4 0ND

Established for over 25 years and 
able to provide catering and 

waitress service in your own home 
or a venue of your choice.

To see our suggested menus please go to 
www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies & 
Guides please tel: 08001695901 or go to
www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested

For admissions to Beavers,Cubs & Scouts please 
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com

·All aspects of general dental care in a friendly, 
relaxed environment

·New NHS and private patients welcome

020 8466 7393
www.ferndale-dental.co.uk

250 Bromley Road, Shortlands, BR2 0BW

The Family Law Specialists

 HANDYMAN SHORTLANDS
Competitive rates, professional , reliable 

service.
Most trades covered.

Call John Prior 07967963162 / 02086998695
or email JOHNPRIOR2000@live.com

07973 295134 

    SHORTLANDS                 DENTAL CARE
98 Martins Road, Shortlands, BR2 0EF

NHS*Private*Quality Care* 
Denplan Available  

 Tel 020 8464 7520
 www.Shortlandsdentalpractice.co.uk

* *

AEROBICS - COME AND JOIN JACKIE
Every Monday 8-9pm in St. Mary’s Church Hall

T: 8650 2083 M: 07967 214279 E: www.bromleyaerobics.co.uk

PODIATRY AND 

CHIROPODY SERVICES

Mrs Pam Naylor MSc. Podiatry M.Ch.S. HCPC

Tel:    0208 658 7718

Mob:  07814 746545

www.bromleypodiatry.co.uk

Derek Cooper
Mark Fox
David Jefferys
Pat Chase
Stan Clark

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult 
time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in 
confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email 

confidential@dawoods-solicitors.co.uk  

   Now based in Shortlands Village above Home Zone
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

We provide Drawings & Design for:
 Loft conversions, Extensions, Internal Alterations, 

Planning Applications, Design and Build

Please call or email Nick for more information
07590 434487  -  npmcadam@gmail.com

020 8650 3252  
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