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Passiontide 
 

The Gathering 
 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
 

The Greeting 
 

The Lord be with you                           
and also with you. 
 
 
 

Preparation 
 

Almighty God,                                                                

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 
 

God shows his love for us in that, 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess we have failed you as did your first disciples. 

We ask for your mercy and your help. 

When we take our ease 

rather than watch with you: 

Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 
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When we bestow a kiss of peace 

yet nurse enmity in our hearts: 

Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 

 

When we strike at those who hurt us 

rather than stretch out our hands to bless: 

Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 

 

When we deny that we know you 

for fear of the world and its scorn: 

Lord, forgive us. 

Christ have mercy. 

 
 
Absolution            

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,                                    

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
The Collect                                                   

Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith and in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
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The Liturgy of the Word   
 

 
Gospel Reading 
When the Gospel is announced 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John 11. 1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the 

one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So 

the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This 

illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 

it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that 

Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the 

Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not 

twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of 

this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he 

told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to 

him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, 

but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For 

your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was 

called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was 

near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 

them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 

stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But 

even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 

again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to 

her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is 

here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not 

yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her 

in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought 

that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt 

at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 

moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to 

weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the 

eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
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Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 

it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there 

is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 

believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and 

said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 

sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he 

cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 

strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 
 
Address                             
 
 
 
 

The Creed    
                                

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten not made, 

of one being with the Father; 

through Him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Please sit or kneel 

 

These responses may be used 

 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

And at the end 

Merciful Father, 

Accept these prayers 

For the sake of your Son, 

Our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace       

Christ is our peace. 

He has reconciled us to God 

in one body by the cross. 

We meet in his name and share his peace. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Let us acknowledge one another with a sign of peace. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer           

         

The Lord be with you                                                                

and also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.                                                                        

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right and just, 

our duty and our salvation, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near 

the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty. 

The power of the life-giving cross 

reveals the judgement that has come upon the world 

and the triumph of Christ crucified. 

He is the victim who dies no more, 

the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever, 

our advocate in heaven to plead our cause, 

exalting us there to join with angels and archangels, 

for ever praising you and saying: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                   

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

  

 

 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;            

Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, 

These gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body  

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks;                     

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:          

take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.                          
 

In the same way, after supper                       

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

drink this all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.           

 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:                

Christ has died; 

Christ is risen; 

Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,            

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you 

for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup,                                  

so that we in the company of St. Mary and all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever,               

through Jesus Christ our Lord;                                                                                              

through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honour be yours, Almighty Father, 

forever and ever.                                 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

  

 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread                                                                    

To share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Giving of Communion 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, 

blessed are those who are called to his supper.      

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. 

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 

But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. 

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son 

Jesus Christ and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean 

by his body and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 

and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 
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The body of Christ, broken for you.                                                       

Amen 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen 

 

Prayer after Communion   

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us 

that what we do for the least of our bothers and sisters we do also for you: 

give us the will to be the servant of others 

as you were the servant of all, 

and gave up your life and died for us, 

but are alive and reign, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 

he is my light, my strength, my song; 

this cornerstone, this solid ground, 

firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 

What heights of love, 

what depths of peace, 

when fears are stilled, 

when strivings cease. 

My comforter, my all in all, 

here in the love of Christ I stand; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,                               

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is included 
in this service is copyright(c) The Archbishops’ Council 2000-2017 


