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Hymn – I Danced in the Morning 
 
I danced in the morning when the world was begun, 

and I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun, 

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth, 

at Bethlehem I had my birth. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be, 

I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

and I’ll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 

I danced for the scribe and the pharisee, 

but they would not dance and they wouldn’t follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John – 

they came with me and the Dance went on. 

Chorus 

I danced on the Sabbath And I cured the lame; 

the holy people said it was a shame. 

They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high, 

and they left me there on a Cross to die. 

Chorus 

I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black – 

it’s hard to dance with the devil on your back. 

They buried my body and they thought I’d gone, 

but I am the Dance, and I still go on. 

Chorus 

They cut me down and I leapt up high; 

I am the life that’ll never, never die; 

I’ll live in you if you’ll live in me – 

I am the Lord Of the Dance, said he. 

Chorus 

Sydney Carter, b. 1915 

(The Choir of Salisbury Cathedral, 2015) 
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The Greeting 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

 

Prayer of Preparation 
 

Almighty God,                                                                

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 

 
Prayers of Penitence 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our 
sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. 
 
Let us then confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s 
commandments and to live in love and peace with all. 
 

Almighty God, our heavenly father, we have sinned against you 

and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, 

through negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. 

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past and grant that we may serve you 

in newness of life to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 



4 
 

Absolution            

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent,  

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,                                    

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis singing led by St. Mary’s Choir                              
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks,p 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
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The Collect     
            

Merciful God, 

you have prepared for those who love you 

such good things as pass our understanding: 

pour into our hearts such love toward you 

that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 

may obtain your promises, 

which exceed all that we can desire; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 
 
New Testament Reading – read by Gill Dawson 
 

Romans 8: 12-25 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 

the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the 

Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 

‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for 

the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not 

of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the 

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 

freedom of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, but we 

ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope 
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that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading  
      

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared 

to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, 

an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So 

when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And 

the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He 

answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do you want 

us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you 

would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until 

the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 

bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ’ 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 

him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, 

‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and 

the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the 

evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 

the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned 

up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his 

angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 

evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 

kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen! 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 

Address  
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The Creed                                   
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten not made, 

of one being with the Father; 

through Him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit 

and the Virgin Mary and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Prayers led by Tim Aldred 

 
 

This response may be used 
 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 
And at the end 
 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

 

The Peace 
 

Christ is our peace. 

He has reconciled us to God 

in one body by the cross. 

We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Let us acknowledge one another with a sign of peace.  

 

 

 

 

Anthem:  Lead Me Lord  
 Sung by St. Mary’s Choir 
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The Eucharistic Prayer                                                      
         

The Lord be with you                                                                

and also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts.                                                                        

We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise through your beloved Son Jesus Christ, 

your living word, through whom you have created all things; 

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our saviour. 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin,  

he lived on earth and went about among us; 

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross;  

he put an end to death by dying for us; 

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim your great and glorious 

name for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,                   

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;            

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body  

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks;                     

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:          

take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me.                          
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In the same way, after supper                       

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

drink this all of you, this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.           

 

Christ has died:  

Christ is risen:                         

Christ will come again. 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,            

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup and we thank you 

for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup,                                  

so that we in the company of St. Mary and all the saints,  

may praise and glorify you for ever,               

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 

through him, with him, in him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honour be yours, Almighty Father, 

forever and ever.                                 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.   

Amen. 

 

 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

We break this bread                                                                    
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
 
The Agnus Dei – singing led by St. Mary’s Choir 
 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world,  
grant us peace. 
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Giving of Communion 
 

Jesus is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

The body of Christ                                                          

Amen 

The blood of Christ 

Amen 

 

 

Prayer after Communion   
 

God of our pilgrimage, 

you have led us to the living water: 

refresh and sustain us 

as we go forward on our journey, 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

NOTICES 

 

 

 

The Dismissal 
 

The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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Hymn – The Church’s One Foundation 
 

The church's one foundation 

is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

she is his new creation 

by water and the Word: 

from heaven he came and sought her 

to be his holy bride; 

with his own blood he bought her, 

and for her life he died. 
 

Elect from ev'ry nation, 

yet one o'er all the earth, 

her charter of salvation 

one Lord, one faith, one birth; 

one holy name she blesses, 

partakes one holy food, 

and to one hope she presses, 

with every grace endued. 
 

Mid toil and tribulation, 

and tumult of her war, 

she waits the consummation 

of peace forever more; 

till with the vision glorious 

her longing eyes are blessed, 

and the great church victorious 

shall be the church at rest. 
 

Yet she on earth hath union 

with God the Three in One, 

and mystic sweet communion 

with those whose rest is won: 

O happy ones and holyLord,  

give us grace that we,  

like them, the meek and lowly, 

on high may dwell with thee. 
S. J. Stone, 1839-1900 

(Durham Road Baptist Church, Gateshead, 2008) 
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Regular Services 
 

Morning Prayer  Monday-Saturday, 9am 

    https://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands/ 
 

If you do not have a Facebook account, please access 

our services through our website - 

https://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk/ 
 

 

Holy Communion  Every Sunday, 10.30am 

    https://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands/ 
 

If you do not have a Facebook account, please access 

our services through our website - 

https://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk/ 

 

 

     

Special Events & Services 
 

 

Church Re-Opening The church re-opening times from 6th July, will be: 

    Monday / Wednesday / Saturday – 10am-3pm 
 

The opening of the church will be for personal                         

prayer and reflection only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Material used within this Order of Service has been taken from the following sources:  

Material is included from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England;                                                  

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. Common Worship: Times and Seasons;                                     

copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006. Common Praise: Words Edition;                                                

copyright © Compilation, Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd 2000. Shortlands Praise: Words Edition; 

Church Copyright Licence No. 221060. 

https://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands/
https://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands/
https://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk/

	Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43

