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Introduction

Hymn - Dear Lord and father of mankind

Dear Lord and Father of mankind,
Forgive our foolish ways;
Reclothe us in our rightful mind;
In purer lives thy service find,

In deeper reverence, praise,

In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
Beside the Syrian sea,

The gracious calling of the Lord,

Let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow thee,

Rise up and follow thee.

O Sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above,

Where Jesus knelt to share with thee
The silence of eternity,

Interpreted by love,

Interpreted by love!

Drop thy still dews of quietness,

Till all our strivings cease;

Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess

The beauty of thy peace,

The beauty of thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire

Thy coolness and thy balm;

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm,

O still small voice of calm.

John Greenleaf Whittier, 1807-1892
(The Choir of the Abbey School, Tewkesbury, 2009)
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Preparation

Greeting

Let us come and worship God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The Lord be with you,

And also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.

We will rejoice and be glad in it.

Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to pray.
Lift up our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ,

our Lord. Amen

Prayers of Penitence

Brothers and sisters,
as we prepare to celebrate,

let us call to mind our sins.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you,

through our own fault,

in thought, and word, and deed,

and in what we have left undone.

We are heartily sorry,

and repent of all our sins.

For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.



May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,

and bring us to everlasting life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Praise

Blessed is the Lord
For he has heard the voice of our prayer;
Therefore shall our hearts dance for joy,

And in our song we will praise our God.

Venite — a Song of Triumph

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord,
let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving
and be glad in him with psalms.
3 Forthe Lordis a great God
and a great king above all gods.
4 In his hand are the depths of the earth
and the heights of the mountains are his also.
5 The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands have moulded the dry land.
6 Come, let us worship and bow down
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
7 For heis our God;
we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now

and shall be for ever. Amen.



The Liturgy of the Word

New Testament Reading — Romans 10:5-15

Salvation Is for All

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes
from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘'Who will ascend into heaven?'” (that is, to
bring Christ down) “or 'Who will descend into the abyss?"” (that is, to bring Christ up
from the dead). But what does it say?

“The word is near you,
on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the
mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of
all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord shall be saved.”

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they
to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent?
As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn — My Jesus, my Saviour
My Jesus, my Saviour

Lord there is none like you

All of my days, | want to praise

The wonders of your mighty love

My comfort, my shelter

Tower of refuge and strength

Let every breath, all that | am

Never cease to worship You

Shout to the Lord, all the earth let us sing
Power and majesty, praise to the King



Mountains bow down and the seas will roar
At the sound of Your name

| sing for joy at the work of your hands
Forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand
Nothing compares to the promise | have

In You.

Darlene Zschech
(Chelmsford Citadel Songsters, 2012)

Gospel Reading

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 14:22-33

Jesus Walks on the Water

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went
up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by
this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was
against them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the

sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It
is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the

water.” He said, "Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water,
and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened,
and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out
his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you

doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Address



The Creed

We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family

in heaven and on earth is named.
We believe in God the Son,

who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us

with power from on high.

We believe in one God;

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Prayers

This response may be used
Lord, hear us.

Lord, graciously hear us.

The Collect

Almighty Lord and everlasting God,

We beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern
Both our hearts and bodies

In the ways of your laws and the works of your commandments;
That through your most mighty protection,
Both here and ever,

We may be preserved in body and soul;
Through our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ,
Who is alive and reigns with you,

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,

One God, now and forever.

Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

Notices

Hymn — Great is thy faithfulness

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,

there is no shadow of turning with thee;

thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not,
as thou hast been thou for ever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies | see;

all I have needed thy hand has provided,

great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,

thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]

Thomas Chisholm 1866-1960

(Songs of Praise, St Thomas, Belfast, 2012)



Conclusion

Eternal God,

our beginning and our end,

accompany us in this day’s journey.

Dawn on our darkness,

open our eyes to praise you for your creation

and to see the work you set before us today.

Take us and use us

to bring to others the new life you give in Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen

Let us end our time of worship this morning by saying The Grace together:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

be with us all evermore.

Amen.



