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Come on in!

It is very hot in Durban, South Africa, in February, the upside-down equivalent of August here. There is
no school, no money and little to do in Mariannridge.

Christ the King church boasted a red minibus with bald tyres and broken seats, held together with
wire and prayers; it transported 12 young people and two or three ‘tunnies’ (older women) to the
beach. It wasn't the worst vehicle on the road and traffic cops turned a blind eye to its shortcomings.
The dog collar worn by the driver may have helped.

The first time, I was afraid we might lose our wild youngsters to the shops and other temptations
but at the shore they simply stripped off and ran in to the sea whooping and hollering with excitement,
children again! The waves off the Durban coast are roaring fierce and the currents strong; most people
just jump and splash in the shallows, forgetting everything in the joy of sun, sea and sand. We "tunnies’
sat in the sand dunes drinking tea and bemoaning the inadequacies of the men of Mariannridge; no
different to a beach in England.

August 1985 evokes a less happy but somehow loosely connected memory for me. We were just
back from South Africa. Life around our rented house in Banstead seemed to shut down. Deane, my
son, was two years old and my husband worked away a lot. I felt a stranger in my own country; no
money, no friends, and a very unreliable Hillman Imp held together with wire and prayers. Frequently
over-heating, the Imp would stop suddenly like a reluctant dog on a long walk. A journey to the beach
or anywhere was not an option.

As August approaches I feel echoes of that loneliness and isolation and wonder if there are
people in our community who feel that too. The church is open every morning in August. There are
often people around doing things. If you want a change of space, somewhere to hang out, or a chat,

come in or call me first on 07947 778441 so that,
SpeC|aI Events and Services as they say in South Africa, we can make a plan!

Sunday 11 September Rev Jane Kustner
4 - 5.30pm Tea Time Together
Activities for families of all ages on
a theme
6 - 7.30pm Youth Club
A free social club for year 6 and
above

Sunday 18 September
6.30pm Choral Evensong
Responses: Reading
Canticles: Brewer in Eb
Anthem: The Spirit of the Lord - Elgar

Saturday 24 September Tricia Braithwaite ("Chil"), pictured here with former Cubs and

1.oopm Accerfella Barbershop Choir helpers, was presented with an engraved crystal block and other
Concert gifts on her retirement after 30 years with 7th Bromley Scout

Group (see article on page 2).




From the
Registers

Holy Baptism

We welcome into God's
family:

Teddy Waters 3 July
Tamsin Paul 16 July
Blake Jefferys 17 July

Interment of Ashes

We extend our sympathy to
those who loved:

Jean Jackson 26 May
Joan Cobley 11 July
Alfred Cobley 11 July

Reaching Out

St Mary's worship doesn't only take place within the walls of the church building on Kingswood
Road. Members of St Mary's congregation regularly take worship to Durham House and Blenheim
Court, both on Durham Avenue: as several people are unable to attend services at St Mary's, it makes
sense to bring St Mary’s to them.

Thankfully monthly services resumed following Covid at Durham House in the Spring. These
have been adapted to suit the changing needs of the residents: less formal but still including some
hymns, a bible reading and prayers. The ‘'sermon slot’ has now evolved into an informal reflection and
conversation. We try to follow the church calendar and after each service each person is given a
relevant laminated prayer or ‘thought for the day’ to take away with them. After the service we
practise a secular song in readiness for our popular singalong later in the year.

A few months ago some residents of Blenheim Court requested some regular informal services
to include prayers and music. Services are held in the lounge about once a month and all are
welcome. Residents are encouraged to bring along their own suggestions for prayers or hymns which
can be used either on the day or in future services. Each month there is a different theme, celebrating
either seasons in the church year or other topics. In May we celebrated Pentecost, the coming of the
Holy Spirit. The services last about 30 minutes and are informal. Afterwards we all enjoy a cup of tea

or coffee and a chat.
Jan Boam and Susie Shelton

Farewell to Graham and Hazel

This month we say goodbye to
Graham and Hazel Leech who
have been actively involved in
the life of St Mary's for the
past 20 years and are shortly
moving to Bath.

Hazel had many
associations with St. Mary's as
a child, attending Sunday
School, Brownies, Guides and
the Youth group. She returned
to Bromley with Graham in
1990 living less than a mile

from where she was born. Their three boys, Tim, Chris and Jon,
attended her former Primary School, Highfield, where her older

Cub Scouting memories

I first joined the 7th Bromley to avoid doing the washing-up after
I'd dropped my son off at Beavers — honestly! I moved onto Cubs
when the hut keys were dropped into my hand and was told I was
in charge due to a shortage of leaders - Kim Pack first, then
Mowgli.

Charles, our Group Scout Leader, persuaded me to study
for my Wood Beads (sign of office) which I gained in a year. My
proudest memory was the award ceremony.

I've always tried to make our meetings fun and mindful of
sensible values for the Cubs as they journey through life. We've
supported charities, such as making Christmas cards for Seafarers
or navigating a ‘minefield’ in the hut grounds to learn about
Mines Advisory Group's work in war torn countries. The leader of
the Kenyan Scout Group ‘Timu Rafiki’ was astounded when he
visited and our cubs greeted him in Swabhili!

brother had been in the first intake when it opened in 1959.

‘Cubs 100" was a special commemoration for Mowgli Pack:

Initially Graham and Hazel attended Christ Church,
Bromley, where they had been married. However, they became
increasingly involved with St. Mary's through its connection with
Highfield and the boys joining Beavers and Cubs. They were
excited by Canon Paul Miller's vision to attract more young
families and decided to become members here.

Hazel taught in Junior Church for 14 years, has co-led a
home group and is a PCC member. Over the past year she has
trained as a Street Pastor and can sometimes be found keeping a
watchful eye on the streets of Beckenham late into the night: she
hopes to continue as a Street Pastor in Bath.

Graham was on the PCC for several years and has regularly
led the prayers on Sunday mornings. He set up the music group
to introduce contemporary worship, playing keyboard in the
band: under his leadership the group’s involvement in church life
grew rapidly. Reflecting the increasing variety of music at St.
Mary's, Graham compiled the Shortlands Praise hymn book and
during lockdown the group produced video and audio song
recordings for online services.

So why the relocation to Bath? Hazel said: "We have many
family associations with the area and feel that as we have both
(more or less) stopped working this is the moment for a new
adventure and chapter of life. We will be very sad to leave St
Mary's, as we have so many wonderful friends here, and hope that
we will find a church that is equally welcoming in our new
neighbourhood'.

the Dean of Westminster Abbey allowed us to renew our Promise
in front of Baden-Powell's memorial there.

Recently, to help raise funds to prevent the closure and
sale of Downe campsite, I climbed the equivalent of 1/5 the height
of Mount Everest and my generous sponsors donated over £950
to the successful campaign.

Thank you to my many scouting friends at the 7th and in
the District for their comradeship over the last 30 years - it's
rewarding to join together on camps and parades, not forgetting
all those parents who've proved so supportive too. I know I shall
really miss them all, especially the Cubs, but I've so enjoyed my

journey!
‘Chil’ (Tricia Braithwaite)

The Coronation Coach



Exploring my calling
Growing up a Catholic, my
choice of living out my faith
was altar boy or nun. Neither
appealed when I was eight.

I came back to what
God was calling me to do in
my forties and this exploration
took me to an 'It's Your
Calling’ day run by the Diocese
a few years ago. This
signposted me to embark on
the Bishop's Certificate course
run by the St Augustine’s
College of Theology in East
Malling. This is a two-year
course with weekly classes with a fantastic group of friends.

We went online during Covid, went hybrid as people
struggled to get lives back on track and all the time prayed,
worshipped and learnt together. We covered topics such as the
key themes in the Bible, pastoral ministry, living out Christian
ethics in today’'s world and even sermon writing! We created such
a joyful support group as we wrestled with what God was calling
us to do and how to best serve him.

The retreats were the best (an amazing time to reflect) and
the worst (no hot water, single beds and paper walls) part of the
course. The culmination was the Celebration of Learning, led by
Bishop Lawrie Green, on 12th July. He had led some of our
retreats and egged us on when essay deadlines came upon us.

The group is still close; some have stopped their learning,
some have gone on to be Licensed Lay Ministers - as many in our
own family in Shortlands have done - and my journey took me to
explore ordination. My amazing news is that I have recently been
recommended to train for ordination starting in September. The

learning journey continues.
9 y Stephanie Maurel

From Coronation to Platinum Jubilee

As a youngster in 1953, together with my parents, I travelled to
London to visit my uncle, who had recently acquired a television,
to watch the coronation of her majesty Queen Elizabeth II. Whilst
travelling to my uncle’s home we passed many roads and houses
with colourful bunting stretching from house to house and people
were already setting up tables to picnic together later. The street
where my uncle lived was colourful with flags and bunting. At my
uncle’s house he had already set the table ready for our picnic and
placed chairs in rows in front of the television as if we were going
to the cinema!

We watched in awe as the procession took place with
crowds cheering. During the ceremony it was wonderful to watch
what was taking place. On her way back to the palace, in her
beautiful coronation coach, it was heart-rending to see and hear
the cheering crowds. I had been given a replica model of the
coach, together with all the people at the school I attended, which
[ treasure to this day.

MISSIONS OF THE MONTHS

August - JusB

Some of us may recall the moving talk at St Mary's a few years
ago by Ned McWhirter about the vital work of small local youth
charity JusB. Its mission is to inspire and enable young people
to develop, be confident and value themselves. One of the key
aspects of JusB is its building (on College Road, Bromley):
young people feel safe there, can relax and often call it their
second home. It is where they feel comfortable sharing the key
issues in their lives and can be assured of a hot evening meal
and support for things such as homework.

Due to the pandemic the JusB building was closed for
five months. During this time, over the warmer summer
months, outdoor activities were organised. However, from the
beginning of September 2020 JusB opened its doors once again
for indoor activities so that the young people could be helped
with their return to school. The centre gives them access to
computers, printers and other materials needed for their extra
studies and, just as important, the space to talk to youth
workers who will listen when needed. It is now open five days a
week for the homework club.

Please do take a look at www.jusb.co.uk or the display
at the back of church to get a better idea of the many and
varied activities that take place there.

September - Demelza Hospice Care for Children

Demelza is a children’s hospice charity which provides clinical
care, therapies, specialised activities and practical support
across Kent, South East London and East Sussex. There are two
beautiful hospices, one in Sittingbourne and one in Eltham, and
it also provides a range of community-based support in the
home across East Sussex and a programme of online

activities. Demelza offers short breaks at home, overnight short
breaks in the hospice, and day care in the home, community
and in the hospice.

Demelza’s vision is for life to be better for children and
young people who have serious or terminal conditions; and for
their parents, brothers and sisters, and those who love them, to
receive support. It provides specialist care and emotional
support for babies, children, young people and the whole
family from diagnosis, during day to day family life, times of
crisis, end of life and through bereavement. It believes every
child and young person who has a serious or terminal condition
should receive the care and attention they need to live the most
fulfilling life they can, and that they and their families have the
opportunity to build memories, for however long they have
together, adding to the happiest moments as well as
supporting in the difficult times.

Demelza Hospice Care for Children is grateful for all the
support that has been given over the years by the people of St.
Mary's, Shortlands. For more information please visit
demelza.org.uk or see the display at the back of church.

Over the years I have

watched Her Majesty perform her | Offering

royal duties and this year * Outstanding Care
celebrate her Diamond Jubilee. I |« Choice

went to my daughter's home and | « Dignity

joined in with her street party, * Creating Independence

sharing our food but most of all
talking about what she had done
and seen during her long reign.

Providing
Fully trained and experienced
Care workers

Ann Swatton
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INSTALLATIONS LTD
ELECTRIGAL GONTRAGTORS

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BR2 OET
Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198
Mob: 07721 454716
Email: gmminstallationsitd@gmail.com
J.1.B. Approved Electrician
NAPIT Part P 37 years experience

Contact us on

02087773840

Email bromley@careoutlook.co.uk
Or visit our office at
128 High Street, West Wickham BR4 OLZ




The Parish Church
of St. Mary, Shortlands

Link Parish

St Francis of

Assisi, Douai, France
WORSHIP

Sunday 10.30am - Holy Communion (in church)

Wednesday 10.00am - Holy Communion
You can access these services online at:

www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands

Further information about all services can be
obtained from the Parish Office.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Vicar Reverend Jane Kustner 07947 778 441
janelkustner@gmail.com
Licensed Lay Mrs S. Aldred 8460 3978
Ministers Mrs C. Bingham 8460 0324
Mrs A-M. Jefferys 8460 6030
Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
Readers Mr S. Buchanan 8777 8008
Pastoral Assistants Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284
Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178
Mrs. D. Speller 07941415082
Parish Administrator Ms. N. Blake 8460 5682
Churchwardens Mrs M. Westropp 07970011626
Mrs K. Buchanan 07811528181
Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188
Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682
Prof. M. Fox 8650 3252
Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
PCC Secretary Mrs J. Sharma 07900971867
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0613
Organist and Director of Music
Canon C.Tillotson 8460 7368
Safeguarding OfficerMrs. K. Coleman 07879337567
Electoral Roll Mrs J. Sharma 07900971867
Junior Church Miss. R Tillotson 07503 680612
Stewardship Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884

PARISH OFFICE 020 8460 5682
office@stmaryshortlands.church
Open 10.00am - 12.00pm weekdays.

Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings can

be obtained during these hours.

ST. MARY'SORGANISATIONS

Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles 8402 6599
Craft and Chatter  Mrs. J. Boam 8460 7101
8464 6188

Friends of St Mary's Mr. T. Chase

For admission to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts please
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com

Local, friendly and professional building
company for your larger projects.
Extensions, Conversions,
Refurbishment and Electrical.
Excellent references available.
No job too large.
E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co. uk
T: 020 8249 8769 M: 07949 593294

Building Lt

J. & R. Killick Ltd.
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879
The Killick family have provided the local community with
a personal and efficient service for over 135 years.
* Private Chapel of Rest  * Classic or modern cortege
* 24 hour service
Please ask for an information folder and estimate.
Telephone Peter or Michael Killick on 020 8777 4502
Website wwwijrkillick.co.uk (full fee list shown)
112 High Street, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 OND

Elliott’s Heating
Shortlands Based - Established 1987
All domestic Heating, Plumbing, Gas & Renewables

Call 07956 241 582 '
Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

=
Qphe

Progetto

We provide Drawings & Design for:
Loft conversions, Extensions, Internal Alterations,
Planning Applications, Design and Build

Please call or email Nick for more information
07590 434487 - npmcadam@gmail.com

: Sunnyfields Day Nursery ¢ g

: 19 Bromley Grove, Shortlands e B

2 7.30am - 6.30 pm daily o
: Children 3 months to 5years
: Tel: 020 8313 9191 P

:Z)awooc[o

The Family Law Specialists

Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult
Time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in
Confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email

confidential @dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Now based in Shortlands Village above Home Zone
www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk

#h resolution

first for familv law

Advertise here 0.5 inch £11.56 per issue

Langley school of Dancing

(.ﬁ» Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz,
\T' Boys Street Jazz & Zumba

— From age 2% to adult - at St Mary’s Hall
Tel: 07540 400615 for free trial class

Touch of Colors - painting and decorating

Offering friendly and reliable services
decorating, tiling, floor laying and more.
Please contact Kamil for more information and enquiries
about any other works around the house.
07873217670 - kamil.franz@gmail.com

Scouts (Fri) Mr. R. Howe 8462 7132
Cubs (Mon) VACANT

Cubs (Tue) Mr. J. Griffiths 07954437658
Beavers Ms. E Hay 07932758801

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies or Guides
please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk

Guides (Tue) Ms. N. Critten 07767242920
Guide (Fri) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Brownies (Mon) Miss. K Higgs 8462 3285
Brownies (Thu) Mrs S. Tight 8460 8122
Rainbows 2ndshortlandsrainbo ws@gmail.com
Pre-school Mrs. C. Hall 8290 6704 or

07960988552
The 2WW's Mrs. A. Swatton 8650 1114
Church Flowers Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246
Mission Chair Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299
Douai link Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884
Fair Trade Mrs. C Willatt 8313 0246

LOCAL CONTACTS
Clir. A. Cuthbert
ClIr. Felicity Bainbridge
Felicity.Bainbridge@bromley.gov.uk
Clir. Adam Jude Grant

Aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk

Adam.Grant@bromley.gov.uk
8460 0395
87212614

Residents Association

Shortlands Safer Neighbourhood

SPAN INFORMATION

Website www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial Parish Office

Distribution Mr. M. Harrison 07821 691567

Views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those supported by the
publishers and no r ibility can be
accepted for accuracy. The publishers
cannot accept responsibility for work
carried out by our advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £21.46 per column inch per issue.
For details call 020 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy to be submitted by the 5th of each month.

P

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P. J. EDWARDS
Tel: 01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51
Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken
Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

HOLT MAINTENANCE

Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
Window Cleaning,
Domestic and Commercial Cleaning
Accredited Safe Contractor

Tel: 07956 172979

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUIDING*LOFT EXTENSIONS*FENCING
GUTTERING*SKYLIGHT WINDOWS
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING*NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO &DRIVESPRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN 07801 755199

SPEECH & LANGUAGE
DRAMA CLASSES
Wednesdays at St Mary's Hall

BOOK A TRIAL SESSION: 01689 812336
BROMLEY@HELENOGRADY.CO.UK

Fun and friendly drama classes to boost confidence,
creativity, communication, resilience and wellbeing.

For 3 - 18 yrs in 4 age groups. www.helenogrady.co.uk

| HELEN O’'GRADY _
DRAMA ACADEMY

Looking for a place to

vS
‘Q?‘Y 5%, ,  meet with friends or
SR iy
2] T
; ' . A place where adults
o and children are

welcome?

Then why not call in to
the St. Mary’s Church
Community Café, open
every Wednesday from
11am-1pm, in the main
church building.

Free refreshments,
including great cake!

Advertise here 0.5 inch £11.56 per issue.

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer

Established for over 30 years and able to
provide catering in your own home or a
venue of your choice. Waitress service

or contact free delivery available.
To see our suggested menus please go to
www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008

CAREYS

Service And Maintenance
If dirty water runs through it we do it!
For all your drainage requirements

07568 577422

sales@samserviceandmaintenance.com

Local estate agents
based in Shortlands
village
homezone
104 Beckenham Lane
t.020 8464 9952 Shortlands
e. bromley@homezone.co.uk BR2 ODW

CWA Tax

Friendly local Tax & Accountancy services
for businesses and individuals
Chris 020 8460 9340 chris@cwatax.com



http://www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands
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