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Looking forwards

Between the fantastical dark creatures of Halloween and the feasting and gift giving of Christmas we
sometimes lose the in-between season of Advent. Retailers do a quick turnaround from plastic
pumpkin collection tins and black, spidery costumes to glittery evening wear and red and gold table
decorations. Their effortless segue from one lucrative offering to another often overlaps with little
recognition of the incongruity.

In Advent we enter the earthly and heavenly. The church is dressed in purple as we embrace the
great themes of hope, love, peace, and joy. Music is minor key and serious for a while, but soon the
joyful Christmas carols, and children’s voices enter the space with Christmas trees and decorations.

Let us pause and breathe, put down that mince pie and enter the mystery of Advent, a place of,
past, present, and future. We recount the ancient epic journey of the Israelites, led to freedom by the
prophet Moses from slavery in Egypt. As we travel through the wilderness, we share the ebb and flow
of their relationship with God as it changes and evolves through the prophets and fathers of the
church.

We celebrate God's promise of Shalom (peace and order) to heal our world of turbulence and
fragility. As beings created in God's image, we reflect and repent of where we individually and
together have fallen short.

If we pay attention, we sense that momentous SpeCIaI Services and Events

change is in the air and God is working his Sunday 12 November- Remembrance
purpose out with great activity in heaven beyond Sunday

our imagination. Jesus' birth in Bethlehem is marked 10.00am
by a supernatural light in the sky, and a multitude of
the heavenly beings sing ‘Glory to God in the
highest'. Looking far into the future we perceive
Jesus’ second coming, bringing reconciliation and
justice. According to scripture, He comes back on a
great white war horse, accompanied by thousands 4.00pm Tea Time Together
of heavenly warriors. 6.00pm Youth Club

Holy Communion and Parade
Service

Meet in church at 10am and by the
War Memorial at 10.45am for the Act
Of Remembrance

The season of Advent is majestic and
magnificent — do not miss it!

Sunday 26 November

5.00pm Come, Holy Spirit
A service of silence, readings and
worship songs

Rev Jane Kustner

Sunday 3 December - Advent Sunday
6.30pm  Advent Carol Service

Sunday 10 December

4.00pm  Christingle

As a handy reminder this month’s SPAN
MEMORIES: see page 2 for more news of St Mary’s history includes a card with our Christmas services
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Jean Osbourne
Jean was a woman who enjoyed the finer things in life, perhaps
because her beginnings had been relatively humble, born and
brought up with her two sisters Joan and Phyllis in Nunhead.

As children, the girls were sent to Sunday School run by
the Salvation Army and it was there she first became involved in
Guiding, something she would follow for many years.

On leaving school Jean became a secretary, working first
for a firm of printers and later for Ron Osborne who, in 1965,
became her husband — a marriage which was long and happy.

They built happy homes together and brought up his two
daughters from his first marriage. Travel was a delight to both
Ron and Jean and they travelled extensively, seeing much of the
world together.

At St Mary's Jean was involved in Guiding and became
District Commissioner. She also enjoyed the Soroptimists and
made many friends there.

Jean never got over Ron's death some years ago.

MISSION OF THE MONTH

Crisis

Crisis is the national charity for homeless people. It helps people
directly to move out of homelessness, and campaigns for the
changes needed to solve it altogether.

The charity is determined to end homelessness once and
for all. That means understanding the causes, finding practical
solutions for individuals, and building the political will to solve it
for everyone, for good. Until that day, it will work side by side
with thousands of homeless people.

Crisis’ education, housing, employment and health
services help people move on from homelessness. They offer
one-to-one support, advice, and courses for homeless people in
11 areas across England, Scotland and Wales. The charity is
currently building a pioneering centre in London called Skylight
to offer dignity, privacy and a place to recover from the trauma
of homelessness.

For more information, visit www.crisis.org.uk or see the
board in church which displays six pieces of art by people Crisis
has helped and booklets containing their individual stories.

Art has the power to change lives and re-build them.

Volunteers needed

St Mary's Parish News (SPAN) is distributed to every house
in the parish of Shortlands. In order to sort and deliver
several thousand copies each month we need more
helpers. Please contact the Parish Office if you can lend
your support to sort the magazines into batches on one
Saturday a month and/or deliver one or more of the
batches. We are a happy team, and you will have fun and
make new friends.

Looking back

St Mary’s welcomed many visitors to the Open Weekend in
September, marking the 70" anniversary of the foundation of the
church building, built after the original church was bombed
during World War IL.

In addition to tea, cake and a quiz, there was an exhibition
of photographs, objects and plans related to old and new
churches, and floral displays illustrating the decades since 1953.

We look forward to welcoming you again for the
anniversary of the consecration of the new church in 2025!

PICTURED: a plan showing the position of the new church in
relation to the old church and its vicarage

STONES FROM THE ORIGINAL CHURC

Note the slots for the windows

PICTURED: shrapnel and stones from the original church

A Tale of Two Churches

This history booklet can be obtained from the Parish Office for a
donation of £5. We are grateful to a friend of St Mary's, David
Merritt, who saw a need for a history of the two churches that
have been on the site of St Mary's, one destroyed by bombing
and the other rising from the rubble. St Mary's Shortlands is one
of many Festival of Britain churches erected as bold monuments
of optimism and faith in the future after the Second World War. In
particular, David wanted to inspire young people with an interest
in the history of the two buildings.



http://www.crisis.org.uk

Harvest generosity
Many generous donations to St Mary’s Harvest Festival were
passed to Bromley Borough Foodbank.

The Foodbank, a registered charity, provides three days of
toiletries and nutritious food supplies tailored to each vulnerable
family or individual. The vouchers to obtain aid from Foodbank
are given out by school welfare officers, social workers, GPs and
other organisations who know the recipients and that they are in
genuine hardship. Foodbank has also run food aid programmes to
cover children's lunches during summer holidays.

The Foodbank is part of the national Trussell Trust network
and so benefits from its national campaigns. The Trust's
partnerships with supermarkets generate large donations from
shoppers. Donations from supermarkets and from school and
church events such as harvest festivals generate almost enough
food to meet requirements for the whole year.

Donations from churches throughout the year help when
supply does not match demand. However, this year supplies have
been running worryingly low, so your donations are more
valuable than ever.

Some people donate money directly to Foodbank and this
is very valuable in sourcing bulk purchases and paying for
non-food items that are equally needed. One of these items is
Bags for Life in which it gives out the donations. It is always very
grateful to receive sturdy Bags for Life if you have any spare.

Donations for the Foodbank can be left in the church
porch. Keep an eye on St Mary's weekly Pewpaper (available in
church and at www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk/news) for updates
on items needed by the Foodbank.

Thank you and farewell

Kate Buchanan has recently
stepped back from her role as
churchwarden. She and her
husband Stuart were

regular members of St Mary's
for over ten years. Stuart was
a licensed lay Reader of some
years standing: he brought

a wealth of theological
knowledge to his regular
bible studies and was also
active on a number of church
rotas.

Kate brought her
professional administration
skills to the role of churchwarden and enjoyed the challenge of
different aspects to the job, including chairing the Fabric
Committee. She was also part of the Vision and Mission team,
bringing her love of God and heart for people into that group. Her
passion was to welcome new people into the church and make
them feel a valued part of the church community whether 1 or 91!
Kate and Stuart will be missed as committed and generous
Christian people and St Mary's will be the poorer for their loss.

Christingle

This annual seasonal
service is much loved by
adults and children alike.
The Guides prepare

the oranges for the
service with red ribbon,
sweets and candles on the
Saturday before.

To find out more
about the symbolism of the
decorated oranges,
join us in informal
worship, fun and fellowship
at 4pm on Sunday10 December:
you will be warmly welcomed.

WWDQ

The teenagers of St Mary's will be addressing the difficult
questions about being a Christian in our increasingly secular and
dare I say pagan world. We are calling this initiative, Wrestling
With Difficult Questions - WWDQ.

The next meeting is at 12 noon on Sunday 26 November,
topic to be confirmed. Please send your suggestions!
If you would like to wrestle with us, come and bring your friends.
There will be “posh” snax and open debate! Contact
vicar@stmaryshortlands.church or 07947 778 441
for details of meetings.

Tea Time Together
(children aged 2 - 6 and their families)
4 -530 pm
Youth Club
(years 6 -13)

6-7.30 pm
13 November, 14 January, 11 February

Contact: racheltillotson3@gmail.com
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The Parish Church
of St. Mary, Shortlands

Link Parish

St Francis of

Assisi, Douai, France
WORSHIP

Sunday 10.30am - Holy Communion (in church)

Wednesday 10.00am - Holy Communion
You can access Sunday services online at:

www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
www.facebook.com/stmarysshortlands

Further information about all services can be
obtained from the Parish Office.

PARISH DIRECTORY

Vicar Reverend Jane Kustner 07947 778 441

vicar@stmaryshortlands.church

Licensed Lay Mrs C. Bingham 8460 0324
Ministers Mrs A-M. Jefferys 8460 6030

Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
Pastoral Assistants  Mrs. S. Harrison 8464 0284

Mrs. M. Westropp 8650 5178

Mrs. D. Speller 07941415082
Parish Administrator Mrs. E. Woollven 8460 5682
Churchwarden Mr J. Hollingdale 07903016601
Deputies Mrs. P. Chase 8464 6188

Mr. D. Cooper 8460 0682

Prof. M. Fox 8650 3252

Dr. D. Jefferys 8460 6030
PCC Secretary Mrs J. Sharma 07900971867
Treasurer Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884
Assistant Treasurer Mr. R. Hogg 8290 0613
Organist and Director of Music

Canon C.Tillotson 8460 7368
Safeguarding Mrs P. Lambourne 8658 0470
Electoral Roll Mrs J. Sharma 07900971867
Junior Church Miss. R Tillotson 07503680612
Stewardship Mr. T. Dawson 8460 5884

PARISH OFFICE
Telephone: 020 8460 5682
Email: office@stmaryshortlands.church
Open 10.00am - 12.00pm weekdays.
Information regarding Baptisms and Weddings can
be obtained during these hours.

ST. MARY’S ORGANISATIONS

Toddlers Mrs. J. Runicles 8402 6599
Craft and Chatter ~ Mrs. J. Boam 8460 7101
Friends of St Mary's Mr. T. Chase 8464 6188

For admission to Beavers, Cubs and Scouts please
contact email: 7bromleyadmissions@gmail.com

Scouts (Fri) Mr. R. Howe 8462 7132
Cubs (Mon) Mr O. Swinfen 07758458077
Cubs (Tue) Mr. J. Griffiths 07954437658
Beavers Ms. E Hay 07932758801

For admissions to Rainbows, Brownies or Guides
please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk

Local, friendly and professional building
company for your larger projects.
Extensions, Conversions,
Refurbishment and Electrical.
Excellent references available.
No job too large.
E: steve@rutlandbuilding.co.uk
T: 020 8249 8769 M: 07949 593294

Building Ltd

& R. Killick Ltd.
NERAL DIRECTORS Est 1879
The Killick family have provided the local community with
a personal and efficient service for over 135 years.
* Private Chapel of Rest  * Classic or modern cortege
* 24 hour service
Please ask for an information folder and estimate.
Telephone Peter or Michael Killick on 020 8777 4502
Website wwwijrkillick.co.uk (full fee list shown)
112 High Street, West Wickham, Kent, BR4 OND
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Ell att’s

Elliott’s Heating
Shortlands Based - Established 1987
All domestic Heating, Plumbing, Gas & Renewables

Call 07956 241 582
@he Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

CWA Tax

Friendly local Tax & Accountancy services
for businesses and individuals
Chris 020 8460 9340 chris@cwatax.com

Progetto

We provide Drawings & Design for:
Loft conversions, Extensions, Internal Alterations,
Planning Applications, Design and Build

Please call or email Nick for more information
07590 434487 - npmcadam@gmail.com
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The Family Law Specialists
Family and relationship breakdown is a very difficult
Time for anyone. Please contact Kumari Dawood in
confidence for advice. Tel 020 8249 6047 or email

confidential @dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
Now based at 344 Croydon Road, Beckenham BR3 4EX
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www.dawoods-solicitors.co.uk
#h resolution

first for familv law

Langley school of Dancing

(.31» Ballet, Tap, Modern, Street Jazz,
; Boys Street Jazz & Zumba
— From age 2% to adult - at St Mary’s Hall
Tel: 07540 400615 for free trial class

ROOFING

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
GENERAL BUILDING * LOFT EXTENSIONS * FENCING
GUTTERING * SKYLIGHT WINDOWS
SEAMLESS FLAT ROOFING * NEW SHED ROOFS
PATIO & DRIVES PRESSURE WASHED

HARRY ALLEN 07801 755199

Touch of Colors - painting and decorating

Offering friendly and reliable services
decorating, tiling, floor laying and more.
Please contact Kamil for more information and enquiries
about any other works around the house.

07873217670 - kamil.franz@gmail.com

QUALIFIED PLUMBER
P.J. EDWARDS
Tel: 01322 868212 or 07831 54 59 51

Bathrooms, kitchens and all domestic
work undertaken

Advertising in SPAN for over 15 years

DEVELOPING CONFIDENCE,

creativity, tion, r and w

“ “ COMMUNICATION AND CREATIVITY
o\ 9% Wednesdays at St Mary's Hall
AW
@ BOOK A 2 WEEK TRIAL: 01689 812336
BROMLEY@DRAMAKIDS.CO.UK

Fun and fnendly drama classes to boost conf:dence,
For 3 - 18 yrs in 4 age groups. www.dramakids.co.uk

Local estate agents
based in Shortlands
village
homezone
104 Beckenham Lane
t.020 8464 9952 Shortlands
e. bromley@homezone.co.uk BR2 ODW

Advertise here 0.5 inch £12.00 per issue.

Guides (Tue) Ms. E Thompson 07910340908

Guide (Fri) Mrs. G. Dawson 8460 5884

Brownies (Mon) Miss. K. Higgs 8462 3285

Brownies (Thu) fourthbromleybrownies@outlook.com HOLT MAINTEN ANCE

Rainbows 2ndshortlandsrainbo ws@gmail.com . .

Pre-school Mrs. C. Hall 8290 6704 or Garden Maintenance, Landscape Gardening,
07960988552 Window Cleaning,

The 2WW's Mrs. A. Swatton 8650 1114 Domestic and Commercial Cleam'ng

Church Flowers Mrs. C. Willatt 8313 0246 .

Mission Chair Mrs. S. Shelton 8402 3299 Accredited Safe Contractor

Douai link Mrs.G. Dawson 8460 5884 8 Tel: 07956 172979

Fair Trade Mrs. C Willatt 07511885941

LOCAL CONTACTS

Clir. A. Cuthbert

ClIr. F. Bainbridge
Felicity.Bainbridge@bromley.gov.uk

Aisha.cuthbert@bromley.gov.uk

ClIr. A. Grant

Residents Association

Adam.Grant@bromley.gov.uk
8460 0395

SPAN INFORMATION
Website ~ www.stmarysshortlands.org.uk
Editorial Parish Office

Distribution Mr. M. Harrison 07821 691567

Views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those supported by the
publishers and no r ibility can be
accepted for accuracy. The publishers
cannot accept responsibility for work
carried out by our advertisers.
ADVERTISING: £23.00 per column inch per issue.
For details call 020 8460 5682 during office hours.
Copy to be submitted by the 5th of each month.

Beckenham based Funeral Caterer

Established for over 30 years and able to
provide catering in your own home or a
venue of your choice. Waitress service
or contact free delivery available.
To see our suggested menus please go to

CAREYS

FUNERAL (
FINE FUNERA

ATERERS
curiine

www.careysfuneralcaterers.co.uk or tel: 020 8658 5008

Beautiful Large Stylish Holiday Home

Situated in central Pons in the beautiful
Charente- Maritime area of South West France

Sleeps 10,
5 bedrooms, 6 beds,
4 bathrooms

Tel: +44 (0) 7885646818
Email: lesbalconsdelaseugne@gmail.com
Website: www.balcons-de-la-seugne.com

*

*  Dignity

* Creating Independence
Providing

Fully trained and experienced
Care workers

Contact us on

02087773840

Email bromley@careoutlook.co.uk
Or visit our office at
128 High Street, West Wickham BR4 0LZ

Offering o@'(e OU[/O
* Outstanding Care Q/< ok !
Drante. INSTALLATIONS LT

ELEGTRIGAL CONTRAGTORS

20 Bromley Gardens, Bromley, Kent BR2 OET
Tel/Fax: 020 8249 8198
Mob: 07721 454716
Email: gmminstallationsltd@gmail.com
J.I.B. Approved Electrician
NAPIT Part P 37 years experience
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